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President’s Report
Welcome to the Loon’s Call Spring 2016 issue. It is very satisfying for me to report to you on
our top developments over the winter months.
As you know, a decision to distribute the Loon’s Call in an electronic-only format was made
last year as a result of rising costs that were depleting the organization’s financial resources.
The decision was based on a survey through which few members indicated they wanted a
printed copy. However, at the AGM in August 2015 many members raised objections to the
decision. Under the leadership of June Wells and through the efforts of SRI member Tom
Stelling a number of measures were identified to reduce publication, printing and
distribution costs. In addition, Rob Sztuka volunteered to assume responsibility for the
setup of the Loon’s Call at no cost, saving a considerable amount of money. Other members
have taken responsibility for managing advertising, an activity we previously purchased
from an outside supplier. Once the costs of printing and distributing this issue have been
analyzed, the results will be discussed by the SRI Directors, and a report will be made to the
AGM on July 30, 2016. I hope you will attend to participate in the discussion.
A second significant development is the recent launching of the shawano.ca web site. This
initiative was undertaken by Brian McNeil-Smith who was elected as a Director in August
2015, and the results are very impressive. In March we sent a notice to members thanking
Wally and Andrew Pitt for their efforts over the years maintaining the organization’s web
site, and announcing that the new site is now active. Since then several members have taken
the opportunity to renew their memberships online. I encourage others to do the same.
Those who still wish to send their renewals by mail using the application form enclosed with
the Loon’s Call may do so. I hope everyone will make use of the web site’s many interactive
features, such as the buy-and-sell and lost-and-found pages, and to obtain information about
SRI events, local conditions and cottage life in general.
We have been very fortunate to have Mike Stevens as our member of Marmora and Lake
Council, keeping us up to date on municipal matters and effectively representing our
interests at Council. If you have any issues you would like the Directors to raise with the
municipality please attend the AGM so we can hear and discuss them before we meet with
Council. If you would like to have an issue addressed sooner than that you can send it to
shawanosri@gmail.com, or use the “Contact Us” link on the web site.
For those of us who spent time at the lake over the winter it was much milder than last year,
but spring has arrived slowly. Late snowfalls made road plowing difficult for Gord Hoard
because the surface had thawed and he could not lower the plow on some roads without
ripping the road bed. We also had some road flooding in April. The township road crew had to
dump fill on one section of Skene Road to let vehicles through, and other stretches were
lightly flooded.
Looking forward to seeing many of you at Dickey Day on Saturday, July 16.
Have a wonderful summer, with many evenings listening to the loons calling.
Best wishes
Ron Murray
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SHAWANO RATEPAYERS INC. DIRECTORS
(August 2016 - July 2017)

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES, SRI
DIRECTORS AND VOLUNTEERS ( 2016)

President
Ron Murray
Vice President
Barb Allport
Secretary
Heather Wayte
Treasurer
Patti Norton
Directors at large:
Mike Noble
Diane Warden
June Wells
Heather Maxwell
Mike Stevens
Phyllis Till
Brian McNeil-Smith
COMMUNICATION
There are several ways to stay connected to
Shawano Ratepayers Inc.
Of course, the most personal method is to
meet with or call a director.
Online: www.shawano.ca & the Facebook
2.
group, Dickey Lake Central
3. Hand delivered mail: The SRI locked mailbox
beside the SRI signboard along the main road
entrance is checked regularly. Changes of
information forms are always available in the
letter box. Completed change of information
forms, membership dues and other
correspondence to the directors of the SRI
may be slipped through the slot in the locked
mailbox at any time.
1.
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President Ron Murray
179 Geoffrey St.
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1P6
Email:
murray.ronald@gmail.com

Membership -

Membership Barb Allport
574 Jennison Road Gilmour,
Ontario KOL 1WO
Email:
barbaraallport@yahoo.ca

Advertising June Wells
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Patti Norton
112 Emily St. W
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H1
Email:
snorton6@sympatico.ca

PO 116 Coe Hill
Ontario, K0L 1P0
Email:
sri.loonscall.advertisti
ng@gmail.com

The Loon’s Call
Heather Maxwell/Rob Sztuka
Editor
June Wells/Mike Nobel
Advertising
Rob Sztuka
Publisher
Tom Stelling
Printing
SRI Website Shawano.ca
Brian McNeil-Smith
Web Master/Manager
June Wells
Web Advertising
Ron Murray
Electronic Distribution
Diane Warden
Welcome Packages
Patti Norton
Shawano Clothing
Patti Norton
Shawano Directory
Ron Murray
Environmental Watch
Patti Norton/Barb Allport
Membership
Wally Pitt
Historian
TBA
Signboard Monitor
Lake Water Quality Monitoring/Reporting
Lavern Wayte
Dickey Lake
Ron Murray
Lake of Islands
John Burch
Lost Lake
Municipality of Marmora and Lake
Matt Dejong
Chief Building Official
TBA
Ministry of Natural Resources Liaison
Wally Pitt
Research
Patti Norton
Event Coordinator
Events
Mike Noble
Dickey Day
Bruce Curwood
Sailing Regatta
Shannon McVittie
Golf Tournament

SHAWANO RATEPAYERS INC. (SRI)
MEMBERSHIP
Annual membership fee is $40. As of July 28,
2007, SRI introduced Associate Memberships at a
cost of $20, intended for individuals who do not
own property within Shawano, but have a special
interest in staying connected and supporting SRI.
All memberships run for the calendar year. All
membership cheques (payable to Shawano
Ratepayers Inc.) with supporting contact
information should be mailed to Patti Norton,
treasurer. Contact info on the left.

NOW AVAILABLE: PAY ONLINE
WWW.SHAWANO.CA
Rural Mailing Addresses From the Post Office
Be sure to use your complete mailing address for
all your mail, indicating your 9-1-1 (civic)
address and road name. If you have any
questions or require further information, please
contact the Coe Hill Post Office.
Thank you for reading The Loon’s Call
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Municipal Matters

Hi everyone:

The fact that the budget did not increase by the above totals
was due to constraints in other areas and the fact the tax levy
rose by $111,100 (new money coming in due to construction
etc.)

I hope you had a safe and enjoyable winter. Here on Dickey
Lake the weather was not as severe as last year . Spring came
in early March, only to disappear in April.

Road reconstruction vs rehabilitation (these are condensed
notes from a report by the Road Superintendent)

The last few months have been budget time at the Municipality.
This is a process that begins in late November with each
department forecasting its needs for the year ahead and into
future years. This includes budgeting for major replacements of
sewers, bridges, roads and major equipment. Council has input
at this time and then the draft budget is prepared under the
guidance of the Chief Administration Officer. Council reviews
the budget in March again, and then it is posted on the web
site or can be picked up. It is subsequently brought forward in
April for public input. It is again reviewed by council and
department heads before the final draft is set out.

Many studies have proven that it is far less expensive to keep
a road in good condition than it is to reconstruct that road. It is
also true that these preventative measures are effective only
when all other elements of a properly constructed road are
present, such as; suitable base and sub base, proper cross
fall, shoulder elevations and most importantly drainage.
Road deterioration, pavement deterioration in particular begins
slowly for a newly constructed road. Over time the road is
subjected to vehicular loading, distresses begin to manifest in
the road surface. Distress in the surface accelerates the
deterioration as surface water penetrates more readily into the
road base and sub base.

This year’s budget calls for a tax rate increase of 4.5%. Total
expenditures are $9,595,300 ($6,119,200 operating and
$3,476,100 capital).For a home assessed at $200,000 it is an
increase of $6.32 a month. Two other yearly increases are
garbage/recycling up by $5.00 to $40.00 per year and the
capital levy increases to $40.00 per year.

The following example illustrates this principle. A new road has
a 40% drop in quality in the first 75% of its life. It loses another
40% over the next 12% of its life. If we can repair/repave the
road before the first 40% of quality drops we can extend its life
considerably for much less money. If we allow the road to
deteriorate past the first 75% of its life we are looking at 4 to 5
times the cost to bring it up to par.

Some of the highlights of the budget are:

• $530,000 for road reconstruction, hard top and gravel

program. This is $100,000 more than originally budgeted
(see notes on roads at the end)

Roads that are identified as NOW replacement will not
deteriorate any further. If we can extend the life of a good road
by repair and resurfacing we can then have the funds in
subsequent years to reconstruct roads that are done. We have
to come to grips with the road’s life cycle and that is what
council is trying to do.

• $800,000 for sewers
• $350,000 for town hall renovations
• $285,000 for streetlight replacement with LED’s which

should return savings in energy and maintenance and pay
for themselves over the next 10 years

On a local note several sections of road in our area are up for
repair and resurfacing this year.

• Accessibility upgrades to municipal buildings

As you may have noticed, the North Steenburg Lake Road and
the roads around the lakes have been brushed back this
spring.

• Health services support for the Medical Centre and active
doctor recruitment

• Improvements at the arena, tourism center and other

Limerick Township will be replacing the North Steenburg Lake
Road from Hwy 62 to Murphy’s corner. The township is in the
beginning stages of design and plan on the construction stage
to begin 2017.

facilities

Other factors that contributed to the approx. $202,000 budget
increase are:

• OPP cost jumped $150,190 over last year, the supposed 3
year phase is now done in two

Hope you all have a great summer.

• The mentioned $100,000 in roads

Mike Stevens

• Salary and wage increases and catch up $38,103 (we try to
remain competitive with neighbouring municipalities)
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The Municipality of
Marmora and Lake
By-Law Information for Cottagers

For further information or clarification on
any by-laws, please visit –
www.marmoraandlake.ca – or contact the
Municipal office at 613-472-2629

2001-38 Noise
There can be no unnecessary noise between 10 pm and 8 am. This includes excessive
partying or operation of heavy machinery. Unnecessary continuous noise such as shouting,
screaming, barking dogs, loud music, etc is not permitted at any time.
2004-22 Pets at Large / 2011-41 Dog Licensing
Dogs must be kept on a leash. Property owners may call animal control at 1-888-663-4443
to address the problem of animals wandering on their property. Failure to control your pet
can result in a fine of $100. Property owners, when taking their pets off their own property,
must properly dispose of animal waste. Failure to do so may result in a fine of $100.
2001-28 / 2001-28A Garbage
Garbage must be properly tagged with a Township tag in order to be picked up on garbage
collection day. The property owner must remove garbage without a tag as soon as possible.
If the property owner does not remove the garbage then the Township will remove it and an
additional charge will be added to the owner’s tax bill.
2004-27 Discharge of a Firearm
It is prohibited to discharge a gun or any other firearm within the residential, urban or
commercial area of Marmora and Lake.
Other Areas of Concern
Parked vehicles may not impede the normal flow of traffic – Derelict vehicles must be
removed by the property owner – ATV’s and Dirt Bikes may be used on roads. The speed
limit is 30 km/hr. Drivers must wear a helmet, be licensed and insured.
There are a number of
other by-laws in place
which pertain to both
seasonal and permanent
residents. For a
complete list of by-laws
visit the website and
scan through them. They
are on the website for
your information.
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Little Italy on Dickey Lake
by Mary Anne and Tom Stelling
Last September we got together at the cottage to make tomato sauce. All the necessary
equipment was brought up from home. It has been a long tradition in my family but it is the
first time we shared this experience with our cottage friends. We have hosted a Pasta Fest
for many years at our cottage in the late fall as a final get together before the winter sets in.
Two bushels were done at this beautiful setting and the cloud cover and bit of rain did not
dull their enthusiasm. We had many laughs, some food and of course the obligatory wine to
enhance the day. We now have four new honorary Italians on the lake.
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The Loon’s Call is always looking for your support, feedback and input. We always
welcome stories and photos to publish in our semi-annual issues. Capture the
moment and send it to us! If you want to see something in these pages - let us know!
You can support The Loon’s Call in many ways - tell our advertisers that you saw
them in The Loon’s Call - renew your annual membership - suggest advertising in
The Loon’s Call.
Contact emails: shawanoloonscall@gmail.com,
sri.loonscall.advertising@gmail.com
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Modern Day Treasure Hunt: Geocaching
by Rob Sztuka

Do you know what geocaching is? Do you know that there is a geocache hidden right at the Dickey
Lake boat launch? Let me give you a little introduction.
Geocaching definition, from wikipedia: Geocaching is an outdoor recreational activity, in which
participants use a GPS receiver or mobile device and other navigational techniques to hide and
seek containers, called "geocaches" or "caches", anywhere in the world.
A typical cache is a small waterproof container
containing a logbook (with a pen or pencil). The
geocacher enters the date they found it and
signs it with their established code name. After
signing the log, the cache must be placed back
exactly where the person found it. Larger
containers such as plastic storage containers
(Tupperware or similar) or ammunition boxes can
also contain items for trading, such as toys or
trinkets, usually of more sentimental worth than
financial. Geocaching shares many aspects with
benchmarking, trigpointing, orienteering,
treasure-hunting, letterboxing, and waymarking.

ish, BC

am
view: Squ
Geocache

My wife, Marina, and I started geocaching when
we lived out west. We found it was a fun, cheap, and exciting way to explore the mountain ranges.
We found the cache co-ordinates online and programmed it into our GPS. We let the GPS lead the
way and used the given tips to find the treasures, which vary from log books to give and take
containers, or even a hidden trail to a beautiful mountain view. We brought our hobby back home to
Ontario. Now we’ve recently downloaded the app to our cell phone. With the app it is so easy to
star t geocaching. You can
basically search for caches in
your area and let it direct you
there. You will have to do the
final hunt, which is the fun part!
We found the one at the boat
launch years ago, and just last
year found the one hidden in
Bancroft. It took us a couple of
tries but we finally got it!
It’s simple to get started. Find all
the information you need on
w w w. g e o c a c h i n g . c o m . I
recommend downloading the
app to your cell phone. The app
is called “Geocaching”.
Good luck treasure hunting!
12
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Winter memories… The drive to The Big Chill
by Joanne and Tim Matthewman

Travelling from London to Dickey Lake is a long journey at
best, but none was longer than our foray up to The Big Chill
for Easter weekend.
Our plans were made well in advance and we were to leave on
Thursday evening complete with one cat and one girlfriend
and a car load of food. Alas, the weather threatened all day,
but we persevered and hoped for the best.
Heavy rain was falling in London when we left at 6:15. By
Markham on the 407 this had changed to freezing rain and
we began stopping every 30 to 40 minutes to clean the ice
from window wipers. Driving was at best “tricky” and not a
snow plow or sander was to be seen. We drove through sleet,
freezing rain, snow and ice pellets and followed our first snow
plow on Hwy 7 between Marmora and Madoc. We pulled over
at Timmy’s to check the cat, the girlfriend and the car and
then pushed northward.

Ice coated car

When we first turned on to North Steenburg Lake Road, we
had one car track to follow but about 1 km in that ended and
we were on our own. The road was eerie with no tracks at all.
Slowly but surely we made our way around the lake onto
Dickey Lake Road all the way to almost the end and we got
stuck on the last hill and turn!! I think the sheer weight of the
ice on the car helped us eventually climb the hill and we were home free at 1:40 a.m!! Mick
Jagger, the cat, was ever so grateful, as were we. The car had at almost 2 inches of ice
coating it! The next morning we were removing ice from the fog lights that looked like clay
moldings of the lights it was so thick.
But we were at The Lake inside The Big Chill and ready to celebrate Easter and 2 birthdays.
Looking forward to a much nicer drive for the May long weekend!!

Welcome to the new…

Shawano.ca
pay membership online - news - events - Loon’s
Call - buy & sell - and more coming!
14
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The Art of Cottage Style Pizza
It has been a growing trend at retail stores - a lot of bbq pizza
accessories for sale. Maybe it’s a gimmick or maybe it’s because
they do not deliver. Whatever it is, it’s fun. There are a couple
different ways to make pizza outdoors. 1) Buy/make a pizza oven.
2) Buy an attachment that transforms your BBQ into a pizza oven.
3) Crank up the heat on your BBQ and make the pizza on a pan.
Whatever your style is, you will have do some research to pick the
right oven for you. You may end up with some “experimental”
pizza, but don’t give up! The taste will not disappoint. Helpful tip: a
wooden pizza peel is easier to use then an aluminum one.

Rob’s home made
charcoal attachment

Al’s Uni pizza oven

Dates to Remember

July 1…..Canada Parade, by The Optimist Club, in Coe Hill. Fireworks
on the lake and at the fairgrounds.
July 2…..Silent Auction at the Ridge Road United Church
July 8 - 10…..Bancroft Wheels, Water and Wings
July 16…..Dickey Day
July 28 - 31…..Rockhound Gemboree, in Bancroft
July 30…..Annual General Meeting
August 6…..Golf Tournament
August 13…..Sailing Regatta
August 26 & 27…..Coe Hill Agricultural Fair
LC
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Big Catch
Legend has it that this large mouth
bass was caught last fall by June
Wells. Although no photographic
images can be located with the fish in
June’s hands, she claims that the
Blackberry demons were out that
magical evening and in fact she was
holding the rod when the fish was
landed. The demons struck, and all
Blackberr y batter y life quickly
shrunk. June reacted quickly and
grabbed one photo of the fish before
all power was lost. She did not
consider the consequences.

Check out instant lake news and photos on
Dickey Lake Central… find us on Facebook.
Join the fun.
April Fools! - from Mother Nature
Washed out again.
by Christine Nash
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Bob Hancock, Sales Rep.

Re/Max Eastern Realty Inc.
Selling in the
Kawarthas
since 1972,
Bob Hancock
specializes in
waterfront
and rural
properties.
Member of
Re/Max
Hall Of Fame and
Platinum Club.
Lifetime
Achievement
Award.

Working for You since 1972 !!

Business
705-292-9551
Toll free
800-561-6383
Residence
705-743-3776
Cellular
705-749-3703
E-Mail:
skyking@accel.net
Web Site:
www.bhancock.ca

For friendly, professional reliable service, call Bob, your sales representative!!!

Please support our advertisers!
Tell them you saw their ad in the Loon’s Call!
LC
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BACK to PRINT!
At the recent SRI board meeting it was
decided that having a printed copy of The
Loon’s Call is very important and very
desirable. A lot of effort has been put
forward to make The Loon’s Call paper
again! (electronic copy - still available)

Buy your 2016 SRI Membership to
get a printed copy.
You can indicate if you do not wish to receive a
printed copy.
Updates on how you can pick up your printed
copy of The Loon’s Call will be on Shawano.ca
and on the Dickey Lake Central Facebook page.

ONTARIO FAMILY FISHING
WEEK
July 2 - 10, 2016
No licence is required.
Get your worm on!
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Places To Be
by the late, original phase 1 owner,

Robert Evans

There are places in my life to
To come away from,
There are places to go to,
There are, without a second glance,
Places to pass by,
And then, when I’ve slipped the
City’s dumbshow, worrying highways,
There are places to be,
Just to be, to wonder……
The next day after the unravel For me it’s the Point.
It’s where anyone that comes
Has to go, has to be.
I know - I can always find them there.
They know where to find me,
And tunes for loons and memories dark and fresh,
An hour before the sizzling red ball of forgetting
Splashes through the lowest branch of the red
pine.

Sometimes, just to be ornery,
I’d turn my back on the arriving sunset,
Just to giggle at, crook my neck at,
High in the old sky, the Crown of the Point,
The White Pine, quite superior,
Like a huge broom in the stiff breeze,
Sweeping the corners of the dusking sky,
More gold than bullion.
I couldn’t get enough;
I just had to hug that staggeringly uncommon
Shining tree
Sweeping the losing sky
Clean of the settlings of the day,
Sweeping it clean of all colour,
Swiftly shifting the sets and props
In the play of day and night:
This place, this day;
Accounts owing,
Paid in full.

LC
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Hooked Rug Heading to Nova Scotia
Submitted by Betty Hillyer
This summer Betty Hillyer visited a gift shop in
Coe Hill, ON. The owners happen to live next
door to the Hillyers at their cottage on Dickey
Lake. Betty says:
“When I entered one of the rooms, to my
amazement (I let out a shriek) I saw three pieces
of fabulous hooking for sale and enquired as to
where they had come from.”
“I found out that the son of Elva Hasselfeldt
(Alan) had brought them in on consignment
because his mother had hooked and left him so
many pieces he couldn’t use them all. I told the
store owner, June Wells, that there was a rug
hooking museum in Nova Scotia that would
likely be more than happy to receive a piece of
his mother’s hooking for display purposes, if he
had a piece he wanted to donate.”
“In the early fall, June Wells, co-owner of the
TinHouse Woodworking, gave my daughter a
piece of Haida-style [First Nations, BC] hooking
to send to the Hooked Rug Museum of North
America, from Alan Hasselfeldt”.
Further information, supplied by Alan
Hasselfeldt: “Elva Noreen Hasselfeldt (née
Coughey) born December 5, 1914 in Barrie,
Ontario, was one of three children.
She moved to Toronto where see
met and married Charles Edgar
Hasselfeldt. They had one son,
Alan.”
“Elva was devoted to her art form
of rug hooking. She designed her
own creations, cut the fabric into
thin strips and even dyed her own
materials. She used her talent and
taught many classes, which she
conducted in her own home in
N o r t h Yo r k . T h e To r o n t o
Dominion Bank featured Elva’s
rugs exclusively one year in their
calendar; in the 70’s or early 80’s”.
As seen in the spring issue of the
Ontario Craft Guild Magazine
20
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Summer Drink Ideas
bartender = you
SOL with lime - or chilled white wine
- Tim & Jo
June’s Margaritas
- Mary Peterson’s favourite
Gin & Tonic
- Bill Klintworth’s favourite while Sandy
Klintworth works on Stained glass
Half & Half (It looks as good as it tastes)
6oz pale ale & 6oz stout beer

Directions:
1
Tilt and fill a pint glass just over halfway with
pale ale. Wait a few seconds for foam to settle.
2
Turn a spoon upside-down so the back is
facing upwards. Put the inverted spoon into
the pint glass and angle it is so that the tip of
the spoon just touches the top of the pale ale.
3
Slowly pour the stout over the back of the
spoon, moving the spoon higher as the glass
fills up. This will keep the ale and stout
separated.

- LCBO
Tequila & Tonic
1 1/5 oz tequila, 3 - 5 oz tonic, and a lime
wedge

1
2
3

To an ice-filled rocks glass, add tequila.
Top with tonic.
Garnish with a lime wedge.
- LCBO
The Godfather
1 oz scotch &1/5 oz Amaretto

1

-

LC

Pour liquid ingredients into an ice-filled
highball glass.
LCBO
Nice to Know

21

Spring 2016

LOON’S CALL

Exciting Team Sports for Dickey
Lake and Lake of Island Residents
by June Wells

Thanks to the organizational skills
of Rita Cimprich a few of the
residents on Dickey Lake & Lake
of Islands gathered weekly on
Friday’s to play darts in a league at
the Coe Hill Legion. Shown here
are the two Teams “Zoomer
Guys” (from left to right - LaVern
Wayte, Jeff Wells, Bob Gilchrist
and Neil Smith) who won the C
division championship and the
“Zoomer Gals” (Rita Cimprich,
June Wells, Heather Wayte, and
Heather Maxwell) who took 3rd
place in the B division.
In
addition, Heather Wayte won the
highest out score for the season.
It was great fun over the winter
months and we are looking forward
to doing it again next year (starts
end of Sept.). If you want to get a
team together for next year and
participate, please feel free to
contact any one of us for more
info.
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This morning I heard the loons call – April 14, 2016

.. June Wells
By
Funny year isn’t it? A strangely mild winter attached to a long introduction to spring. So I ask, “What day
did the ice go out on Dickey Lake?” Many of us who track it from year to year will by now have posted a
date somewhere in between late March to late April. That’s quite the variation no? I saw a post on our
Dickey Lake Central Facebook page which said March 25th … really I thought? This morning I started out on
my morning dog walk and no sooner did I reach the road at the top of my driveway on Jade Ct. I hear the
screams of the Loons calling. Wow, it really is spring. What a great sound. I feel the warmth and wonder
when I hear the calling of the loons especially for the first time in the year. They have obviously found the
open water but yet when I look to my left and right sides of our peninsula road I only see ice covered lake.
During my daily walks thereafter I took on the role of ice monitor. My goodness will it ever melt? What are
we missing? It can’t be just the sun and warmth as there is loads of open water on the other side of the
lake. Maybe we blame the lack of wind, ya, that must be it. Well, its 0-degrees overnight again tonight so
I am guessing I will still have an opportunity to take pictures of the ice so others who have open water and
have already put their docs in can see why our calendar’s have a different date posted for the day the ice
went out 2016.
All photos taken on April 15th 2016 - What day did you post on your calendar?

Large part of Dickey Lk looking into the
bay of ice (taken from 60 Jade)
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road end of Jade Ct.)
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Understand Loon Language

by June Hitchcox
We l e a r n t o u n d e r s t a n d d i f fe r e n t
languages – English, perhaps French etc.
Now, let’s lear n about the “Loon”
language! The Loon that most of us hear
and see in Ontario is called the Common
Loon. Loons are the first in our bird books.
Oakville’s wonderful birder, Rosemary
Gaymer, told us in one of her many classes
that the order of the birds is due to
scientists cataloguing the first bird to
evolve then many branches through to
Finches. So Loons have been around for a
very long time!

back down to the first level. It is used to
find each other but also to establish
territory (flight versus fight). The fourth
is the Hoot – “Hoo” - just one, short note
but can be repeated as a call to maintain
contact with family. Sometimes Loons
combine some of these calls - specialists
wonder if the Loon is confused about what
is going on. There are a lot of unanswered
questions that expert birders, even with
the newest equipment, are trying to solve.
Hope that you enjoy our Loons.
Just Google “common Loon calls” to
actually hear the four calls – then you will
be ready to interpret their calls in MayJune. Above all, do not go near their
breeding areas – they may abandon their
nest or young. You know now when you
hear their tremolo call of distress that
they are desperately asking you to back
off. We are blessed having our Loons –
please help to preserve them!

Who cannot love the haunting cry of our
northern Loons? Even if we do not live
where they spend their breeding time on
lakes quite north of Toronto, many of us
spend a few days of the year to savour the
north and particularly the calls of our
Loons. They will arrive back from the east
and west coasts plus some from the
winter iceless Great Lakes when the ice in
northern lakes has melted. They are most
vocal mid-May to mid- June in breeding
season.

As seen in the Apsley Voice, April 2016

Our Loons have four distinctive calls:
tremolo; yodel; wail and hoot, each telling
other Loons what is going on. If you can
remember these four calls, the next time
you hear a Loon you, also, will know what
is going on in their world. Tremolo –
slightly up and down on one level or can
then go up and repeat on another level or
even up to a third level. Tremolo is used to
signal an alarm or at night to advertise
and defend territory. A second call is a
Yodel, my favourite, used only by the
male. It starts with a long, rising call then
wavers up and down. It is the male’s
territorial claim. The third call is a Wail –
3 notes - first low; second higher; third
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WE NEED YOUR HELP TO CELEBRATE 40 YEARS!
2016 Marks the 40th year anniversary of the Shawano
Ratepayers Inc. (SRI). What shall we do to celebrate?
Please email your ideas and thoughts to
shawanoloonscall@gmail.com
Did you know that Dickey Lake has a Facebook Page?
Dickey Lake Central is a private Facebook group for
sharing photos, comments, and just plain simple fun for all
who want to join. Look us up.
In preparation of the 40th year celebrations, we have
started a collage of historical (or as we call them
hysterical) photos of Dickey Day celebrations gone by.
Please send in your old photos (just take a picture using
your phone or digital camera of your old pictures) of any
past Dickey Lake celebrations and we will add them in.
Here are a few that both Patti Norton and I have dug up.
Check them out.

Dickey Lake
Central
Please feel free to
join our Facebook
group, Dickey
Lake Central. It is
a g r e a t w ay t o
share photos and
i m p o r t a n t
information. This
past
winter
v a l u a b l e
information about
the lake condition
and road closures
helped many
travellers. Check it
out today!
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Feed Me - Septic System Tips
Your septic system treats your household waste water, and lets you enjoy your summer getaway without you even knowing it. A healthy septic system is essential for your drinking/lake
water, your morning shower and afternoon flush. Your system does need care and
maintenance, or else it could fail. A malfunctioning septic system can lead to public health
hazards, environmental hazards and it could be costly to repair.
Here are some pointers to keep your bacteria trap in tack…
Have your system pumped out and inspected on a regular frequency. How long between
pumps? Well that is up for debate. It really depends on many factors and use. The weekend
warrior won't have to do as often as the full time resident. Experts recommend every two
years, however a well maintained system can last a decade without a pump out. Most people
that I have talked to on the lake are on a 5-10 year cycle.
There are warning signs to a sick system. If you act on them it could save you from bigger
more expensive problems. Symptoms of a sick system; the grass over the system becomes
usually green and spongy to walk on; your toilets, showers and drain take longer to drain;
sewage odours many become noticeable, especially after a heavy rainfall; grey or black
liquids surfacing on the lawn or backed up the drain. Look for the signs!
If you add more drains to your cottage (bathrooms, sinks etc…) upgrade your septic system,
or at least find out of your system can handle the increased load.
If in doubt don't pour it down the drain.
Chemicals, nail polish remover, and
anti-bacterial soap can poison the
bacteria that help breakdown the
organic waste. Septic systems cannot
digest fats, oils and grease… do not
pour them down the drain!
Do not crush your drainage field. That
means do not drive your car, heavy
machinery, snowmobile or ATV on your
system! This could lead to slower or
suffocated flow or even freezing!
Septic systems are regulated by The
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, under Ontario Building Code
Act. The Building Code requires that a
permit be obtained, prior to the
construction, installation, extension,
enlargement or alteration of any sewer
system, or any building connected to a
sewer system
I hope these little tips can lead to a
trouble free summer! Happy flushing!

Cover Shot Thanks Rob Sztuka for submitting this spring’s cover shot. A perfect evening
sunset captured with an IPhone. The Loon’s Call is looking for the next cover shot! This
summer have your eyes open and grab your camera! Remember a good cover shot will be a
portrait oriented shot. Submit photos to shawanoloonscall@gmail.com
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Sandy’s Craft Corner by Sandy Klintworth
Melted Crayon Pictures
I used a cardboard box to make the frame; with a utility/razor knife and a straight edge
cut a square out of the box. Then cut a square out of the middle leaving a wide enough
border around the edge to keep its shape and not bend, plus you want to make sure the
hole in the centre isn’t wider than your roll of wax paper. I used spray paint to coat the
frame but you could leave it plain or draw on it with crayons or markers. You could also
decorate it with stickers or glitter.
Tear off a piece of waxed paper that is twice as big as your picture “hole”. Fold the waxed
paper in half to mark the centre line then open it up and place it on a few layers of
newspaper. Use a pencil sharpener to make crayon shavings. Sharpeners with plastic
“blades” make nice small shavings but take more patience; a metal blade cuts larger
shavings that you might want to break up a bit with your fingers. You could even use a
cheese grater if you used a side with small holes. You can put each colour in a separate
small cup or put it directly on the waxed paper. Sprinkle the crayon shavings on one side;
you will have the best effect if you don’t use too much crayon and the shavings are
scattered and not in clumps.
Fold the waxed paper over with the crayons shavings inside and place another piece of
newspaper on top. With your iron on medium heat, run it over the paper with light
pressure. Make sure the iron is always moving so you don’t over melt the waxed paper.
You want to melt the crayon shavings and seal the pieces of wax paper together. If you
don’t have a craft iron, you can usually find an inexpensive one at a second hand store
like the Salvation Army or Value Village. Let the waxed paper cool for a minute and then
trim it to be slightly larger than the picture “hole”. Glue the waxed paper into the frame
and your masterpiece is finished.
You will need:
A cardboard box
Utility knife
Paint or stickers, glitter
(optional)
Waxed paper
Crayons
Pencil sharpener or
cheese grater
Glue stick
Iron
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Hoser Corner
Hoser - Origin, according to wikipedia: The most popular origin story holds that
in outdoor ice hockey, before the zamboni, the losing team in a hockey game
would have to hose down the rink after a game to make the ice smooth again.
Thus the term "hoser" being synonymous with “loser”.

Tip of the day - LAKE RETRIEVAL 101 - The 12 step approach
by Joe Hoser

“Hey there. Joe here, EH. I Hate taking my pin hole boat out of the
water! I always make a scene at the boat launch. I would like to provide
you with a step by step manual on how to get your outboard motor
cowling out of the lake.
I like to call it “Lake Retrieval 101”.
Step 1 Procrastinate until very late in the season when it is blistering cold and damp outside.
Step 2 Park your boat trailer on a 45 degree angle and bring her in deep, so that you nearly sink the
rear end.
Step 3 Pop that motor cover right off! Right in the lake!
Step 4 As you see it sinking, running away from arm’s reach, grab your paddle! When you realize
that there is no way to hook it with a paddle, make the situation worse by knocking the cowling into
deeper water. Let it sink 15 feet down. Just to make it interesting!
Step 5 Act as though you don’t need it anyways. Stare at all of the people waiting to use the launch
and say “awe, who needs that anyways! It was just slowing me down”. Pack up your boat and drive
back to the cottage.
Step 6 Start panicking as soon as you get back. “Oh my, my boat won’t run without it! Do they still
make parts for this old thing?” Do a quick eBay search and realize getting parts for an early 80’s
motor isn't easy. And figure you better get back there and get it out of the water.
Step 7 Drive back to the boat launch. (Wait until it is near dusk and it is clear of spectators) Bring; A
hook, chain, rope, more rope, an inner tube, and your
hoser uncle.
Step 8 Float out to where you think the cowling might
be sitting. Tie your hook to a small piece of chain and
then to some rope to get the depth you need. Tie one
end of rope to the tube and have your hoser uncle hold
the other end, so you don't float off.
Step 9 Spin around on that tube for over an hour. Get
all your clothes soaking wet. (For better results give
up hope of staying dry earlier on.) Get your face as
close to the water as possible, have your nose touch
the water. This will give you better visibility. Try and
hook that thing! Fail many times! Nearly fall off on
multiple times! Get as dizzy and nauseous as possible
by spinning around on the uncontrollable tube.
Step 10 Just as you feel that there is no hope and your
uncle’s hands/feet are just about to fall off (remember him
from step 8?) hook that thing! Pull it straight up, and scream
with excitement as soon as your hand grabs it!
Step 11 Quickly throw everything in the car, crank up the heat,
and head for the cottage. Run out of the car, put dry clothes on,
and hide under multiple blankets until the shivering wears off.
Step 12 Time to celebrate! Grab a cold one, pose for pictures
and explain how it took all Saturday to take the boat out!

Share your hoser experience! Email
shawanoloonscall@gmail.com
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SHAWANO Information for Cottagers, Renters & You
Welcome to SHAWANO (Dickey Lake, Lake of Islands, Lost
Lake, Perch Lake). We hope you will enjoy the lakes as
much as we do.
Listed below is some important
information and reminders to ensure a safe and friendly
stay.

that attends the fire. You will also be charged the costs
associated if the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has
to be called in to help, as well as for any damages incurred.
If a fire ban is in effect, no burning is permitted Fire
ban sign is on Dickey Lake Road.

GARBAGE AND RECYCLING DAY Mondays, including
long holiday weekends.
Garbage and Recycling are
collected early in the morning. Your garbage must be in a
bag and tagged. Tags are available for sale from Bob
Gilchrist – 618 Jennison Road – 613-474-0425 at a cost of
$2.00 each sold in sheets of 10. Alternately you may
purchase tags from Gord or Marilyn Hoard – 2377 Ridge
Road – 613-337-5379. Put all garbage in animal proof
containers – not on the road – accessible garbage brings
unwanted animals – raccoons, bears etc. into our area.
NOISE Please be considerate of your neighbours. Keep
noise levels of music and parties low – especially at night
after 10:00 pm. Remember sound is carried much further
over water and especially in the evenings.
FIRES & FIRE BAN Excerpts from By-law 2011-36.
Burning of garbage is not permitted at any time. During
the period between March 31 and September 30, no fire
for the burning of grass, wood or other combustible
material shall be permitted between the hours of 7:00 am
and 7:00 pm unless such fire is used exclusively for
cooking or warmth, or, 1. unless such fire is confined
within a metal container and is covered by metal mesh or
screening to prevent the escape of coals, ash and cinders
and is subject to the same hours of burning as stated
above and permitted in all areas except the former
Villages of Marmora and Deloro. 2. Fires used exclusively
for cooking or warmth may be permitted in all areas under
the following conditions: A) Fire must be contained within
an approved outdoor fireplace or contained enclosure no
larger than 1 meter in diameter; B) Fire must be a
minimum of 3 meters from any combustible objects and
surfaces to prevent ignition from radiant heat; C) Burning
may consist of untreated wood products only and limited
to an amount to ensure flames are confined within the
unit; D) Fire must be supervised by a responsible person
at all times; E) Fire protection devices such as fire
extinguishers, pails of water, garden hoses, etc. must be
present; F) No burning during periods of high winds; G)
Fire exclusively for cooking or warmth will only be
permitted between 7 am and 11 pm Sunday to Thursday
and 7 am to 1 am Friday and Saturday; H) Approval for
“open air burning” must be obtained from the Fire Chief.
Application must show the type of outdoor fireplace or
container area and location. A valid permit from the
Municipality must be registered from the person
responsible for burning; the fire must be attended at all
times by one or more persons 19 years of age and older.
Please exercise care and caution. It only takes seconds for
a spark to ignite dry leaves, tree roots, etc. Our area is a
difficult area for the volunteer fire department to service.
Please have a hose, buckets, shovel and rake close by to
carefully put out your fire. Remember if you cause a fire
the cottage/home owner will be charged $300 per hour for
each fire apparatus and $15 per hour for each firefighter

BURNING There is no burning of leaves at any time.
Burning of garbage, plastics, etc is not permitted at any
time .
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DOGS the municipality of Marmora and Lake bylaws state
no person shall allow their dog to run at large. This means
in a place other than the owner’s property. All dogs must
be on a leash when off their owner’s property. Constantly
barking dogs are an annoyance to people trying to enjoy a
peaceful time at the lake.
LAKE BATHING Do not use the lake for bathing,
shampooing or as a washroom. It is environmentally
unfriendly – even when using biodegradable soap or
shampoo.
SKINNY DIPPING Well… use your own judgement.
BOATING Keep a safe distance from shore to avoid
underwater rocks and to reduce shoreline erosion. The
speed limit is 10 km/h within 30 meters of shore. Keep
speeds reasonable and avoid large wakes by not allowing
your boat to plow. When you launch your boat make sure
to wash it down thoroughly with bleach to prevent the
introduction of zebra mussels into our lakes.
GAS & OIL SPILLS Avoid gas and oil spills into the lake by
being very careful when filling up – any and all spills are
harmful.
LIFE JACKETS If you are out on the lake remember to
wear your life jackets! They work if you wear them!
ATV & DIRT BIKES may be used on roads. The speed
limit is 30 km/hr. Drivers must wear a helmet and be
licensed.
EMPTY WINE & BEER BOTTLES Please return all your
empties for a refund. Drop Off Locations; Trudy’s (Hwy.
62) and Elm Street Supplies (Behind the Food Mart in Coe
Hill. Open Tues. - Sat., 11am - 4pm with after-hours drop
off bin). It costs the municipality if you put them in your
recycling.
BELL TELEPHONE If you don't use your place for a long
period, you can suspend your Bell phone service. There is
a one-time fee of $50. If you do take advantage of this
remember your phone doesn't work at all. NO 911.
FISHING We are located in zone 18. Perch is open all year
long. (Perch limit: sport - 50, conservation - 25) Bass is
open June 18 - December 15 2016 (Bass limit: sport - 6,
conservation - 2). Lake Trout is open May 28 - September
8, 2016. (Lake Trout limit: sport - 2, conservation - 1) Buy
your conservation or sport fishing licence. For more info
go to www.ontario.ca/fishing.
FACEBOOK Please join the Dickey Lake Central Facebook
group! Add pictures…comments…find info!

Dickey Lake Central
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DO YOU WANT TO JOIN THE SUBCOMMITTEE?
If you are out on the
lake be sure to boat
wisely. Remember to
wear your life jacket.
They work - if you
wear them!

The Shawano Ratepayers Association is extending
an invitation to the next generation of current
cottage owners to participate on a subcommittee of
the Board that will provide input on issues that are
important to the younger generation of potential
cottage owners and to provide input and new ideas
for the future. Anyone interested in pursuing this
further is asked to contact Board Secretary, Heather
Wayte at h.wayte@hotmail.com.
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BAG TAGs

Purchased @
Marmora Municipal Office, 12 Bursthall St
Marmora Library, 37 Forsyth St
Dickey Lake @
Bob Gilchrist, 618 Jennison Rd
Gord & Marilyn Hoard, 2377 The Ridge Rd

$2.00
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Your Membership Dues are important to SRI
Shawano Ratepayers Inc. (SRI) works hard to provide sanctioned activities for all home and cottage owners on
Dickey Lake, Lost Lake, Perch Lake, Lake of Islands and the immediate surrounding “Shawano” area. Some of
the services provided by Shawano Ratepayers Inc. include:
Insurance coverage for all sanctioned events
Dickey Day
Golf Tournament
Sailing Regatta
Liaison with Marmora and Lake Township Council
Liaison with County and Provincial officials
Liaison with the Federation of Ontario Cottagers Association
Environmental Protection Issues
Lake water quality testing
Providing and maintaining the SRI information signboard
Lobby for lakefront tax reform Internet site
The Loon’s Call newsletter
Welcome package for new owners
Developing an historical record for “Shawano”
Other issues investigated and acted upon as required.
By becoming a member of the Shawano Ratepayers Inc., not only do you become a member of a friendly
and supportive community, but you also help make possible events as listed. Shawano Ratepayers Inc.
also helps support land owners in the Shawano area against escalating taxes, environmental issues,
liaison with all levels of government members and departments, as well as taking on other important
issues, such as the Limerick Mine Proposal. It is vitally important that every landowner in Shawano join
the Association.

Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated Membership
Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated (SRI) works hard to provide support and
sanctioned activities for all home and cottage owners on Dickey Lake, Perch
Lake, Lost Lake, Lake of Islands and the surrounding Shawano area.
Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated needs the support of EVERY property.
Purchase your membership today for $40.00.
Annual membership fee:
$40.00
Voluntary Financial Assistance to SRI
_______
Total
_______
Make Cheques payable to Shawano Ratepayers Inc.
Mail:

SRI Co Patti Norton
112 Emily Street West
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H1

or

Deposit in the SRI locked mailbox
beside the SRI Signboard at the
main entrance to Dickey Lake

**Did you know you can pay online via our website? No more forms - Go to
www.shawano.ca**

PLEASE CUT THIS FORM OUT AND FILL OUT
LC

MEMBERSHIP FORM

2016 membership forms are attached and will be available at Dickey Day. Owner Membership: $ 40.00. Associate
Membership: $ 20.00. Make cheques payable to “Shawano Ratepayers Inc”. Mail your cheque and membership
form to either Patti or Barb (contact on page 4), or you may slip it through the letter slot in the black SRI mailbox.
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Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated Membership
Name_______________________________ Home/Cell (_____) _______-_________
Cottage Address_________________________________________________________
911 number and road name________________________________________________
Cottage Telephone (______) _______-___________
Home Address:__________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Number and Street

City and Postal Code

EMAIL___________________________________
Add me to the email distribution list Yes__ No__
How would you like to receive the Loons Call?
Email only ____ In Print ____ Self Serve via Web___
If you chose Print copy do you need it mailed?
______ OR
Via pick up location either in Coe Hill or at a designated location on the lake ______
Please note – your email address is kept confidential and used only to provide Shawano
information to you and will not be given out for any other purpose.
**Did you know you can pay online via our website? No more forms - Go to
www.shawano.ca**

PLEASE CUT THIS FORM OUT AND FILL OUT
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Views from the Lake

June Wells

June Wells

Autumnal Equinox Lake of Islands Heather Maxwell
Al Kay

Evening view - Joan McLean

Al Kay

LC

The Loon’s Call thanks; advertisers, readers, photographers, writers, & you! Have a great summer, 2016!

4 pm Reflections - Al Kay
Blood Moon June Wells

4 am Reflections - Al Kay

At least four moose crossing the Ridge Road

Mooseheads - Rob Sztuka
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