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Welcome to yet another great Loon’s Call 
brought to us by a dedicated team of 
volunteers of the SRI community. We would 
like to thank everyone for all the wonderful 
photos and stories that were submitted for 
this issue. 

My remarks deal primarily with the issue of 
disturbances generated by the increasing 
number of properties in the community that 
are operated as short stay rentals. This was 
raised at the Annual General Meeting in 
August, 2017, and I mentioned it in my 
remarks in the fall 2017 Loon’s Call. SRI 
Directors took this issue to the Municipality 
of Marmora and Lake in November, 2017. In 
our submission we emphasized that renting 
is not the problem. Many cottages have been 
rented over the years with few problems, and 
when they occur neighbours speak to one 
another to resolve them. However, we said 
this approach is not working well with 
owners of properties used primarily as short-
stay rentals, or with their customers. We said 
we have found some helpful material about 
how to talk to owners about renting 
responsibly, and we will use it to try to reduce 
t h e n u m b e r o f d i s t u r b a n c e s i n o u r 
community.  

We asked the municipality to help us by 
investigating this problem in the township, 
finding out what other municipalities are 
doing to deal with similar problems in their 
c o m m u n i t i e s , a n d i mp l e m e n t i n g a n 
enforceable regulatory framework to resolve 
it. The municipality informed us in February, 
2018, that it will not take action on this 
matter. The Council’s decision was based on a 
report from staff that focussed on the 
difficulty of enforcing noise bylaws, and said 
we were asking for higher taxes on properties 
used for short-term rentals. The report 
missed the point of our request because we 
were not asking for enforcement of noise 
bylaws and we were not asking for increased 
taxation of properties.  

Our reply to the municipality pointed out that 
our request has nothing to do with taxation, 
and is focussed on the enforcement of zoning 

bylaws to restr ict the operat ion of 
commercial enterprises in residential zones. 
Coincidentally, the Federation of Ontario 
Cottagers’ Associations held a seminar on 
this issue at its Annual General Meeting in 
March, 2018. At the seminar, representatives 
of many communities expressed concern 
about the increasing number of properties 
used for commercial renting purposes and 
the effects this is having on disturbances 
including noise, fireworks, and dangerous 
boating. The seminar report indicated that 
many communities are trying to educate 
owners about responsible renting. In 
addition, some municipalities are using their 
planning tools to manage the effects of short 
term rentals on neighbours and the 
community. Some are considering or have 
implemented zoning, permitting, or other 
types of controls on renting. We included this 
information in our reply to the municipality 
to encourage municipal staff and council to 
reconsider how they might support us by 
enforcing zoning bylaws. We will continue to 
address this issue on behalf of our 
community.  

On a more upbeat note, I encourage all 
members to attend this year’s Annual 
General Meeting on August 4, and to 
participate in Dickey Day, the 5K run, sailing 
regatta, and golf tournament. The good times 
we share at these events as well as the time 
and effort volunteers put into organizing 
them, producing the Loon’s Call, maintaining 
the SRI website, and managing the Dickey 
Lake Central Facebook page make our 
community worth protecting and improving. 
I expect this is why our membership remains 
healthy at 158 in recent years.  

As I write these remarks during a mid-April 
ice storm, summer seems far away, and my 
mantra of “nothing lasts forever” is getting 
quite a workout. However, I can imagine 
sitting on the dock listening to the loons on 
the lake, and with that in mind I wish you all 
a wonderful summer. 

Ron Murray 
President, Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated 

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL
President’s Report
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ROLES AND  RESPONSIBILITIES,  SRI 
DIRECTORS AND VOLUNTEERS 

Rob Sztuka 
Heather Maxwell 

June Wells/Mike Noble 
Thomas Stelling 

Phyllis Till 

Brian McNeil-Smith 
June Wells 

Ron Murray 
Diane Warden 

Patti Norton 
Patti Norton 
Ron Murray 
Patti Norton 

Wally Pitt 
Wally Pitt 

LaVern  Wayne 
Neil Smith 

Matt Dejong 
TBA 

Wally Pitt 
Patti Norton 

Mike Noble 
Bruce Curwood 

Shannon McVittie 
Laura Branson-Bourgeois

SHAWANO RATEPAYERS INC. (SRI) 
MEMBERSHIP

Annual membership fee is $40. As of July 28, 
2007, SRI introduced Associate Memberships at a 
cost of $20, intended for individuals who do not 
own property within Shawano, but have a special 
interest in staying connected and supporting SRI. 
All memberships run for the calendar year. All 
membership cheques (payable to Shawano 
Ratepayers Inc.) with supporting contact 
information should be mailed to Patti Norton, 
treasurer. Contact info on the left.

Rural Mailing Addresses From the Post Office
Be sure to use your complete mailing address for 
all your mail, indicating your 9-1-1 (civic) 
address and road name. If you have any 
questions or require further information, please 
contact the Coe Hill Post Office.

Thank you for reading The Loon’s Call

SHAWANO RATEPAYERS INC. DIRECTORS 
(August 2017 - July 2018)

President 
Ron Murray 

Vice President 
Dawn Purchase 

Secretary 
Heather Wayte 

Treasurer 
Patti Norton 

Directors at large: 
Mike Noble 

Diane Warden 
June Wells 

Heather Maxwell 
Mike Stevens 

Phyllis Till 
Brian McNeil-Smith 

Jean Key 
Rob Sztuka

COMMUNICATION 
There are several ways to stay connected to 

Shawano Ratepayers Inc.

1. Of course, the most personal method is to 
meet with or call a director. 

2. Online: www.shawano.ca & the Facebook 
group, Dickey Lake Central 

3. Hand delivered mail: The SRI locked mailbox 
beside the SRI signboard, along the main road 

entrance, is checked regularly. Changes of 
information forms are always available in the 
letter box. Completed change of information 

forms, membership dues and other 
correspondence to the directors of the SRI 

may be slipped through the slot in the locked 
mailbox at any time.

President - 
Ron Murray 
179 Geoffrey St. 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1P6 
Email: 
murray.ronald@gmail.com

Membership -  

Patti Norton  

11 2   Emily St. W 
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H1 
Email: 
snorton6@sympatico.ca

Advertising -        
June Wells 

PO 116 Coe Hill 
Ontario, K0L 1P0 

Email: 
sri.loonscall.advertisi
ng@gmail.com

NOW AVAILABLE: PAY ONLINE  
WWW.SHAWANO.CA

The Loon’s Call 
	 Editor 
	 Assistant Editor 
	 Advertising 
	 Printing 
	 Delivery 
SRI Website  Shawano.ca 
	 Web Master/Manager 
	 Web Advertising 
Electronic Distribution 
Welcome Packages 
Shawano Clothing 
Shawano Directory 
Environmental Watch 
Membership 
Historian  
Signboard Monitor 
Lake Water Quality Monitoring/Reporting 
	 Dickey Lake 
	 Lake of Islands 
	 Lost Lake 
Municipality of Marmora and Lake  
	 Chief Building Official 
	 Ministry of Natural Resources Liaison 
Research 
Event Coordinator 
Events 
	 Dickey Day 
	 Sailing Regatta 
	 Golf Tournament 
	 5K Fun Run

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL
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Municipal Matters

Shawano.ca 
pay membership online - 

news - events - Loon’s 
Call - buy & sell - and 

more coming!

Well this winter has been long and cold, but spring is coming quickly now that it is late April.

This coming year is important in that there is a provincial election in June and province wide municipal 
election, Oct 22. The municipal act was updated by the province this year and several things have changed. 
The date for nominations has been moved up from May 1 to July 27 as the last day to declare your intentions. 
The rules for candidates has changed and if you are interested in running you should check out the new rules 
at www.mah.gov.on.ca/page18735.aspx. Marmora and Lake has now implemented electronic voting by 
computer or by telephone. More information on this will be supplied prior to the election. This should ensure 
that all residents have a chance to vote no matter where they live. It will also stream line the process at the 
clerks office not having to process near the volume of mail in ballots.

Council passed the new budget for the coming year in April. The budget has an increase of $62.18 a year on 
property worth $308,300. Marmora and Lake still has the lowest tax rate in all of Hastings county. The rate is 
14.3% lower than the next lowest, which is Tyendinaga, which equals approx. $250.00 on a $300,000 
property and we are approx. $2000 less than Bancroft. The capital levy for roads remains at $40 and garbage 
collection remains unchanged at $40 per property. The biggest increase were into roads, with $800,000 
allocated to resurfacing and repairs, a $200,000 increase. This level of funding is not likely to decrease over 
the coming years. Lake township is to have the gravel sections of roads graded and 3 inches of new stone laid 
at an estimated cost of $165,000. Other major expenditures are a new water tower in Marmora, and funds to 
health services to recruit doctors to our area and upgrades to the medical clinic. The municipality has also 
hired a bylaw officer on a contract basis to deal with bylaw infringement. Mr. Gord Leaver is an ex OPP 
officer and has good experience in this field. He has worked with several other municipalities and continues 
to do so on the same contract basis. We only pay for the work he does. He also advises on the drafting of new 
bylaws that would have to be enforced in the municipality. The Municipality has a new web site with all kinds 
of information, so please check it out - www.marmoraandlake.ca.

This coming summer will see many activities sponsored by your cottage association, SRI. Please support 
them. Most are great fun and family oriented. There is a trash bash, to keep the community clean. Dickey Day 
is fun for the whole family. The golf tournament and sailing regatta all test our physical skills and ability. 
Come out, meet your neighbours and see old friends.

Have a great Summer.

Mike Stevens (m.stevens@marmoraandlake.ca)

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL
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The Municipality of  
Marmora and Lake 

By-Law Information for Cottagers

For further information or clarification on 
any by-laws, please visit – 

www.marmoraandlake.ca – or contact the 
Municipal office at 613-472-2629

2001-38 Noise 

There can be no unnecessary noise between 10 pm and 8 am.  This includes excessive 
partying or operation of heavy machinery.  Unnecessary continuous noise such as shouting, 

screaming, barking dogs, loud music, etc. is not permitted at any time.

2004-22 Pets at Large / 2011-41 Dog Licensing  

Dogs must be kept on a leash.  Property owners may call animal control at 1-888-663-4443 
to address the problem of animals wandering on their property.  Failure to control your pet 
can result in a fine of $100.  Property owners, when taking their pets off their own property, 

must properly dispose of animal waste.  Failure to do so may result in a fine of $100.

2001-28 / 2001-28A Garbage 

Garbage must be properly tagged with a Township tag in order to be picked up on garbage 
collection day.  The property owner must remove garbage without a tag as soon as possible.  
If the property owner does not remove the garbage then the Township will remove it and an 

additional charge will be added to the owner’s tax bill.

2004-27 Discharge of a Firearm 

It is prohibited to discharge a gun or any other firearm within the residential, urban or 
commercial area of Marmora and Lake.

Other Areas of Concern 

Parked vehicles may not impede the normal flow of traffic – Derelict vehicles must be 
removed by the property owner – ATV’s and Dirt Bikes may be used on roads.  The speed 

limit is 30 km/hr.  Drivers must wear a helmet, be licensed and insured.

There are a number of 
other by-laws in place 
which pertain to both 

seasonal and permanent 
residents.  For a complete 

list of by-laws visit the 
website and scan through 

them.  They are on the 
website for your 

information.

Looking to build? 
Questions about  

BUILDING 
PERMITS? 

contact

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL



         LC Need to Know           �          9

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL

Andrea Nichols
Lorie & Greg Walton

Our beloved Satchmo Walton of 3 Launch Road, died last labour 
day at home at the young age of 7.  Dickey lake was his favourite 
place to be. many of you were probably greeted by him down on 
launch road where he was happy to wag his tail in delight to say 
hello. He is greatly missed by his buddy Oliver and the entire 
Walton family and his dog friends Moose, Bo and Chubbs. 

Heather Maxwell

LAKEOF TH
E
PETS

Our best friend, our soul mate, our amigo, our confidant, our compari, our buddy, 
our homie - you know who I am talking about - they are with us everywhere we 
go. And guess what? They love the cottage just as much as we do! It’s time to 
celebrate the pets of our lake.  Find them throughout the pages of this spring’s 
Loon’s Call.

What ??? you 
t h i n k t h i s 
will protect 
m e f r o m a 
bear?
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SHAWANO TRIVIA GAME 
      by Wally Pitt 

1. Shawano Ratepayers Inc. maintain two 
signboards. Where are they located ? 
2. At one time Dickey Lake had a store. 
        (a) Where was it located ?
        (b) Who were the owners? 
        (c) When did the store first open ? 
3. What is a sicci disc used for ?  
4. At one time the SRI had a Youth Committee. 
When did this committee begin ? 
5. Who were the first inhabitants of this area ? 
6. When was Murphy's Corners first settled ?
7. What transportation service commenced in 
this area in 1883 ?
8. What was the original name of Glamire ?
9. What was the Cottage Association yearly fee 
in 1978 ?
10. Who served as the Provincial Member of 
Parliament (MPP) during the early years of 
Shawano ?
11. In 1978 what did the Shawano Cottager's 
Association oppose?
12. In 1978 Dickey Lake did not yet have a 
public boat launch. Where could cottage 
owners launch their boats ?

13. In 1977 what was the Dickey Lake capacity 
study result ?
14. In 1977 what was the Lake of Islands 
capacity study result ?
15. During 1977 the Shawano Cottager's 
Association was "gifted" a fire pump. Where 
did the gift come from ?
16. Where was the fire pump first located?
17. Where was the fire pump re-located to once 
a shed was erected to house it ?
18. During the early years of Shawano garbage 
& recycling service was available for a portion 
of the year. When did the service commence & 
end each year?
19. In 1961 where were the 5 Havelock bank 
robbers captured in this area ? 
20. What year registered the lowest water level 
in the past 10 years ?
21. How did Linda & Roger Watson reach their 
cottage for a few years beginning in 1972 ?
22. When was Shawano Trail constructed ?
23. Who constructed Shawano Trail ?

2nd Round
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PETS     LAKEof 
the

Heather Maxwell

Zoey taking Skye for a 
walk on Skene Road...

Sitting Pretty – a real GEMDave & Cathy Ash

Dickey Lake Central 
Please feel free to join 
our Facebook group, 
Dickey Lake Central. It 
is a great way to share 
photos and important 
information. This past 
w i n t e r v a l u a b l e 
information about the 
lake condition and road 
closures helped many 
travellers. Check it out 
today! Plus many photos 
for The Loon’s Call are 
taken right from the 
Facebook page. If you 
d o n ’ t w a n t y o u r 
Facebook photos in The 
Loon’s Call, no worries! 
Just post that, or email - 
shawanoloonscall@gmail
.com.

S t i c k i n ’ 
with my bud

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL
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Question: 
What's the biggest event on the lake each summer?  

Hint: 
Always held on the third Saturday of July. 

Answer: 
DICKEY DAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Mark your calendar...prioritize your schedule...make sure you are in attendance!!

Dickey Lake Trivia
Saturday, July 21, 2018 

11:00 AM to 2:30 PM 

Walton's, 3 Launch Rd.

dickeylake5kfunrun.weebly.com

5K FUN RUN 
JULY 28, 9:30am

The Shawano Ratepayers 
Association is extending an 
i n v i t a t i o n t o t h e n e x t 
g e n e r a t i o n o f c u r r e n t 
c o t t a g e o w n e r s t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e o n a 
subcommittee of the Board 
that will provide input on 
issues that are important to 
the younger generation of 
potential cottage owners 
and to provide input and 
new ideas for the future. 
A n y o n e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
pursuing this further is 
asked to contact Board 
Secretary, Heather Wayte at 
h.wayte@hotmail.com.

DO YOU WANT TO JOIN 
THE SUBCOMMITTEE?

Summer sun, eating winter ice - Al Kay

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL

mailto:h.wayte@hotmail.com
mailto:h.wayte@hotmail.com
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A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to HEALTHY WATERFRONTS by FOCA

…continued from spring 2017 
Shoreline Construction Projects 
Building a dock or boathouse along your 
waterfront can impact important shoreline 
habitat by covering fish spawning areas, 
removing rocks and logs that provide shelter, 
causing erosion from bank disturbance, 
removing vegetation, and even introducing 
toxic substances if improper building materials 
are used. 
There are ways to limit disturbances to 
shoreline areas when construction projects are 
taking place. Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) has a series of “Operational Statements” 
which provide advice on activities including 
dock and boathouse construction, aquatic weed 
removal and beach creation. There is often no 
need for DFO to issue permits and review in-
water projects provided the measures in the 
Operational Statements are followed. 
Fish Friendly Dock Structures 
One of the most common in-water construction 
projects that waterfront property owners 
undertake is dock building. The information 
and drawings below outline some of the most 
popular dock designs and their impacts on fish 
and aquatic habitat. Floating docks are among 
the most “fish friendly”. 
Floating Dock 
• Simply designed and easy to build 
• Causes minimal disruption of lake bed • 
Minimal shading of aquatic plants 
• Free flow of water underneath 
• Least environmental impact 
Pipe Dock 
• Little contact with lake bed 
• Minimal shading of aquatic plants • 
Adjustable to water fluctuations • Free flow of 
water underneath 
• Minimal environmental impact 
Crib Dock 
• Imported rubble and rock in crib bed 
• Covers large area of submerged ground, 
smothering everything beneath • May provide 
structure in otherwise sterile lake bed 
environments 
Permanent Pile Dock 
• Requires professional installation • Minimal 
contact with lake bed 
• Free flow of water underneath 
Cantilever and suspension or lift dock 

• Not suitable for areas with extreme water 
fluctuations • Minimal impact of lake bed 
• Sunlight to aquatic plants is restricted 
• Installed properly can cause minimal 

shoreline damage 
Low Impact Lake Recreation 
The ecological impacts of human activity on the 
water include wake effects, wildlife 
disturbance, noise and pollution. Here are a few 
tips to reduce the impacts of your actions while 
you enjoy the benefits of living by water. 
Watch Your Wake! 
Many animals respond to human disruptions 
by altering their behaviour and location. 
Breeding water birds nest at the water’s edge 
where high wakes can drown nests and destroy 
eggs. Disturbances such as noise and frequent 
visits to nesting areas may mean that 
waterfowl abandon their nests or young chicks. 
• Operate your boat below 10km/h whenever 
you are within 30 meters of the shore – it’s the 
law! 
• Always avoid waterfowl nests and other 
sensitive wildlife habitat. 
• Always follow safe refueling guidelines to 
avoid polluting water. 
• Consider using non-lead fishing tackle. 
• Obey posted speed limits and “No Wake” 
zones and know your boat’s wake- 
free speed. 
• Remember that operating your boat on plane 
creates a smaller wake than 
when ‘plowing’ through the water at lower 
speeds 
Following these tips will help ensure that your 
recreational activities aren’t negatively 
impacting your human and wildlife neighbours! 
Clean Marine 
It is equally important to prevent avoidable 
pollution, such as oil and gas spills and 
chemical contamination, from entering our 
lakes. It is vital that boat operators take 
appropriate precautions and use the 
appropriate facilities when refilling tanks or 
discharging used water. Remember to use 
absorbent pads to soak up oil, fuel or anti-freeze 
spills before discharging your bilge water. Also 
consider installing a bilge filter. For more 
information regarding Ontario’s Clean Marine 
program, visit the Ontario Marine Operators 
Association at www.omoa.com and look for the 
Eco-Rated Clean Marina nearest you.
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A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to HEALTHY WATERFRONTS by FOCA

Leave No Trace 
After camping and shoreline meals, be sure to 
pack out whatever garbage you have packed in. 
Leave No Trace principles also include: 
• Plan ahead and prepare 
• Travel and camp on durable surfaces 
• Dispose of waste properly • Leave what you 
find 
• Minimize campfire impacts • Respect wildlife 
• Be considerate of other visitors “If you pack it 
in, pack it out.” 
Biodiversity 
The haunting cry of the loon or the sight of a 
deer leaping in your woodlot is a feature that no 
doubt brought you to your lake. As our natural 
lake landscapes are altered through increased 
development, pollution and the spread of 
invasive species, many native species - 
including loons - are finding it difficult to cope. 
In many cases, habitat loss can result in 
population declines for sensitive species. With 
careful consideration to the needs of the plant 
and animal species with which we share our 
lakefront properties, we can make a difference 
and help conserve Ontario’s biodiversity. You 
can enhance the variety of natural life that 
your property supports by taking a few simple 
steps such as those outlined below. 
Maintain Natural Habitat 
Consider leaving specific areas around your 
property “untouched”. Keep large rocks, fallen 
tree limbs and brush piles where they are to 
provide habitat for a variety of wildlife. Hawks 
and owls will keep your rodent populations to a 
minimum if you leave standing dead trees 
(where safety permits) for them to use for 
cavity nests and hunting perches. Rock piles 
are perfect habitats for reptiles, mammals and 
amphibians, all of which play an important role 
in Ontario’s biodiversity. 
Keep Aquatic Plant Populations Intact
Aquatic plants support the insects that fish eat, and 
are a primary food and habitat source for birds. In 
addition, aquatic plants help stabilize loose 
sediment and are an effective natural breakwater 
keeping waves from eroding the shoreline. 
Wherever possible, keep your shoreline vegetation 
intact and enhance it with shrubs and plants to 
create a natural buffer zone.

Native Plant Gardening
When gardening, think about enhancing the habitat 
value of your property by planting native 
vegetation. Native plants thrive on minimal care 
and maintenance: they are a natural choice for 
cottage properties since they don’t require the 
watering or chemical support that many of their 
exotic counterparts depend on.
By providing shelter to local wildlife species native 
plants contribute to biodiversity and the 
preservation of local gene pools. Native plants also 
give your property a sense of place. Indigenous 
wildlife species such as birds, bees and butterflies 
will help to bring a native plant garden to life. With a 
variety of beautiful native plants such as the black-
eyed susan and butterfly milkweed, your landscape 
can be a splendour of colours through the seasons. 
Ask for native plants at your local garden centre 
and make sure the plants are native to the 
immediate area. Never dig plants from the wild.
Bird Feeding
Nannyberry, serviceberry, pin cherry and birch are 
all native shrubs and trees that are excellent 
choices for feeding birds throughout the fall and 
winter. Flowering plants such as sunflowers that 
have gone to seed in the garden become natural 
birdfeeders for species to enjoy in the fall and 
winter. When using a built birdfeeder in winter, be 
sure to wash it to avoid transmitting disease and 
bacteria and maintain a consistent amount of food 
in the feeder for your feathered friends.
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Animal-proof Your Home or Cottage 
Attracting wildlife and planting native plant 
species on your property can result in positive 
effects ranging from pest control provided by 
bats and dragonflies to hawks hunting rodents 
around your buildings. Sometimes, wildlife 
creates a challenge when some species occur 
where you might not want them, or are too 
numerous. 
Squirrels, raccoons, chipmunks and other 
rodents can invade your home or cottage by 
way of tree limbs and cracks in the ceiling, 
walls and floors. To discourage these animals, 
simply remove tree limbs that give access to 
your home and seal up all openings with wire 
mesh, metal flashing or caulking. Don't forget to 
check for any young (or any other adults) that 
might be still inside before you seal the access 
point. The parents will try everything to get 
back inside! Small mammals such as skunks 
and mice make their homes in and around 
woodpiles, so be sure to store your wood a good 
distance away from your home. 
Voracious Visitors 
In Ontario, numbers of Canada geese are 
increasing exponentially due to suitable habitat 
and low predator numbers. Geese prefer to eat 
short tender lawn grasses, and they feed where 
they have an open view of the water. To 
discourage geese from visiting your property, 
allow naturally occurring vegetation along the 
shoreline to grow. To be effective, a vegetative 
barrier needs to be 60cm (24 inches) or more 
in height and dense enough to keep geese from 
seeing through. 
Be Bear Aware 
To discourage bear visits, store your garbage 
and recycling in bear-proof dumpsters, and 
avoid storing garbage outside. Burn barbeques 
clean after cooking, wash and store them 
covered and out of the wind to minimize 
attracting bears. Don’t leave pet food outside 
and keep meat, fish and sweet foods (including 
fruit) out of your household composter. If you 
feed birds in the winter, be aware that seeds, 
suet or hummingbird nectar can attract bears 
as well as birds. From March to November, 
birds have access to plenty of natural foods. 
Consider a birdbath as an alternative of 
attracting birds without attracting bears 
during the summer season. 

You Can Prevent the Spread of Aquatic 
Invasive Species 
With over 180 non-native species already 
established in the Great Lakes and a new one 
arriving every 8 months, preventing their 
spread can seem like an over- whelming task. 
Yet, there are simple things that you can do to 
stop their spread. 
Boaters 
• When removing your boat from a lake, 
inspect the boat, trailer and all accessory 
equipment that has been in the water. Remove 
all plant and animal material before leaving the 
launch. 
• Drain water from motor, live wells, bilge and 
transom wells immediately, before leaving 
water access area. 
• Before transporting your boat to another 
water body, wash your boat, tackle, downrigger 
cables, trailer, and other equipment with hot 
water, or spray with high-pressure water; or, let 
your boat dry out in the sun for five days. 
Anglers 
• Empty bait buckets on land. Never dump a 
bait bucket into a lake if it has water from 
another water body in it, and never dump live 
fish from one water body into another. Not only 
can this result in the introduction of a new 
species into a lake, it is also illegal. 
• Learn to identify the different species of 
baitfish and distinguish them from invasive fish 
such as the round goby. Buy your bait where 
you fish and dispose of unused bait and water 
on land away from the lake, or in the trash. 
Gardeners 
• Exotic plants can add beauty and variety to 
your garden. But take care – some species can 
become invasive if they escape to our natural 
waters or woodlands. 
• Learn how to identify exotic/invasive species. 
Remember that they thrive in disturbed areas; 
so wherever possible, keep it natural. 
• Choose contained areas for your exotic plants; 

or, better yet, use native plants. 

A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to HEALTHY WATERFRONTS by FOCA
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Protecting and Testing Drinking Water 
Sources 
Untreated surface water should never be 
ingested! Even healthy lakes can harbour 
harmful bacteria and parasites that can affect 
human health. Drinking contaminated water 
can make you sick and may even be fatal. 
Bacterial contamination, such as E. coli, causes 
stomach cramps and diarrhea, along with other 
problems. Harmful bacteria such as Giardia 
(which causes the illness known as “beaver 
fever”) and cryptosporidium can cause gastro-
intestinal problems. 
Test treated drinking water for bacteria at least 
three times a year and after any major 
plumbing work. You can pick up bottles to test 
treated lake and well water at the public health 
laboratory or your local public health unit. Be 
sure to follow the directions explicitly to ensure 
accurate testing. To locate your local public 
health unit or laboratory, call the Ministry of 
Health’s INFOline: 1-866- 532-3161. 
Chemicals in your drinking water can also 
threaten your health. If you live near an 
agricultural area, you may want to test for 
pesticides, excess nitrates and phosphorus in 
addition to bacteria. Well owners may also want 
to test for gasoline, pesticides and solvents. 
These chemical tests are performed for a fee at 
private laboratories accredited by the Ministry 
of the Environment (MOE). To locate your local 
lab, contact MOE at 1-800-565-4923. 
Unusual tastes in your drinking water may 
indicate excess amounts of iron, chlorine, 
bacteria and other substances. Strange smells 
may indicate naturally occuring sulfur, or 
possibly sewage overflow (after excessive 
rainfall or flooding), or other pollutants. Water 
contamination isn’t always noticeable. The only 
way to make sure your drinking water is safe is 
to have it tested regularly. 
Simple Steps to Protect Drinking Water 
Quality 
• Use less water. The amount of water that goes 
through your septic system affects the amount 
of nutrients or pollutants being washed into the 
lake and into the groundwater. 
• Conserve water by installing water-saving 
fixtures like low flow aerators • Only run 
laundry machines and dishwashers with full 
loads 
• Take short showers rather than full baths 

• Fix leaky faucets 
• Clean debris from your well and make sure 
the lid is vermin proof and fits tightly 
• Properly decommission unused wells so they 
don’t contaminate the aquifer • Ensure that 
your well is at least 100 feet away from your 
(and your 
neighbours’) septic bed 
• Install and maintain vegetated areas for 
storm water runoff from parking lots 
and driveways 
Be Smart About Septic Systems 
Wastewater treatment is closely related to your 
drinking water quality. Maintaining your septic 
system is critical to ensuring that your 
wastewater does not add excess nutrients to 
your lake or contaminate groundwater. 
• Have your septic tank inspected and pumped 
out on a regular basis. The frequency of your 
pump-outs will vary based on the size of your 
tank, your family size, and the number of 
appliances your use. As a general rule, pump 
your septic tank every 2 to 3 years. 
• Avoid constructing patios, decks or parking 
areas over your septic tile bed. Extra weight 
can crush pipes and compact the soil limiting 
its permeability. 
• Do not use snowmobiles over the leaching bed 
area in winter; this will reduce the snow cover’s 
insulating effect. In addition, ATVs and 
snowmobiles can also compact filtration 
material. 
• Have an effluent filter installed in your septic 
tank, to reduce the amount of solids entering 
the leaching bed, which prevents clogging. 
• Ensure access to the septic tank for proper 
maintenance and servicing. 
• Avoid planting certain species of trees around 
the leaching bed area. Willow 
roots can clog pipes and shade the septic area, 
slowing evaporation. 
• Do not water your lawn around leaching bed 
area; extra water can reduce the 
bed’s ability to absorb and treat waste water 
from the house. 
• Direct rainwater from roofs, patios and 
driveways away from the leaching bed 
to avoid system overload. 
• Do not dump toxic waste down your drain or 
toilet. Paints, oil, gasoline, 
antifreeze and chlorine can be disposed at your 
local hazardous waste centre.

A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to HEALTHY WATERFRONTS by FOCA
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Snow Dogs

Dan Gordan

Marie O'Neill

Patrolling the tundra 
for red squirrels!
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Dickey Day

July 21

July 28

Calendar of Events

Special Garage Pick Up - 

Sand Building

September 29

Bass is Open
June 16

Special Garage Pick Up - Sand 
Building

June 2

A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to HEALTHY WATERFRONTS by FOCA

• Use environmentally friendly cleaning 
products and avoid putting fats, oils or 
antibacterial products into your septic system. 
• Avoid using in-sink garbage disposal units 
• Consider installing a composting toilet to 

reduce wastewater. 
Characteristics of a Healthy Lake Ecosystem 
At this point in this guide, the role that you play 
in maintaining the health of your lake 
ecosystem should be clear. As a summary, some 
key features of lake ecosystems are noted 
below. 
Characteristics of a Healthy Lake: 
• Natural shorelines providing a buffer that 
filters runoff and pollutants • Well vegetated to 
provide shade (trees, shrubs, etc.) 
• Good water quality that has low levels of 
pollutants or excess nutrients • Water clarity 
remains constant or normal 

• Relative absence of invasive species around 
or within the lake 
• Abundant and healthy fish and wildlife 
• Lake conditions changing gradually and 
naturally over time, not rapidly 
Characteristics of an Unhealthy Lake: 
• Lack of natural shoreline (advanced 
shoreline development, erosion and hardened 
shorelines) 
• Poor water quality, with high levels of E. coli, 
phosphorus and other pollutants • Frequent 
changes in water clarity 
• Rapidly changing aquatic plant and algae 
growth, possibly due to high levels 
  of phosphorus 
• Invasive species affecting lake health, native 

species and human use • Loss of fish and 
wildlife habitat with declining populations 

May 26
Lake Trout is Open

Marathon Swim

Recycle/Reuse event

Aug. 4
AGM

Aug. 11
Golf Tourney

Aug. 24/25

Sailing Regatta

Aug. 18

Dickey Lake 5K Fun Run

Coe Hill Fair

Artisans of Steenburg
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Christine Nash

Designated Driver

Remy

Marcy Palay
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We always have an open invitation to the family, 
welcoming whoever might like to come to the 
cottage. This year there was an awesome 
response. 
Debby and I, along with our daughter Cindy, 
arrived on the Saturday to get things in order.  
Sunday evening saw 5 show up, and Monday 
morning, 8 more checked in. Thursday afternoon 
brought the last 2...18 in all! Oh, did I mention 5 
dogs...3 large, 1 medium, and 1 small. 
With a full complement of talent, ready to 
respond to any suggestion made, the energy 
and creativity levels were off the chart: 
- 4 hardy teens hiked to Bear Island in the 'mud 
bay' area, built a shelter with boughs and 
branches and camped out overnight at -10 C 
(they claimed they were toasty warm!)
- all hands were on deck to move enough snow 
on the lake to make a significant size    rink for 
skating
- the engineers in the crowd spent considerable 
time building an igloo that could easily house 4 
adults
- sledding was a popular event, through the 
generosity of our neighbour's hill, that included a 
grandmother and her youngest o f 19 
grandchildren
- believe it or not, there was also time for some 
to engage in snowshoeing as well as cross 
country skiing 

When not outside, there was lots of busyness 
inside playing board games, dancing, having 
screen time, reading, and generally goofing off 
together.

The cottage, a wonderful place for family, a 
wonderful place for building memories!!!

      Mike Noble

IPhones away 
- games out!

Hockey anyone?
No room in the inn!

Watch out below!!!

CBC...Crafting Best Comfort ... 
"outdoor lean to" for overnight 
sleep ... minus 10 degrees

Spring Break...School's Out...Cottage Time!!!
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The more the merrier!

S ' m o r e s i n 
winter...YES!!!

Can we get one more on?

IBM- Igloo Builders Management!

Nana and her youngest "grand" 
of 19...fun has no age limit!

A Noble Break
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First snow fall

Marcy Palay

Marie O'Neill

Yes it's true....they want me 
f o r t h e c o v e r o f " P u g 
Quarterly".   We're negotiating 
terms.

Jasper staying warm by the wood stove

Patti Norton

Dave & Cathy Ash

Cover Shot Thank you Mary Anne Stelling for submitting 
this issue’s cover shot! This rug hooking piece took Mary 
Anne 6 months to complete, working about 1hr a day, 
focusing on a topographical map of Dickey Lake. The piece 
is 17” x 26”. Great work! You put Google Maps to shame! 
Thank you Jo-Anne Gendron for this issue’s back cover 
shot. What a great sunset representing Lake of Islands! 
The Loon’s Call is looking for the next cover shot! Have 
your eyes open and grab your camera! You will never 
know when the moment arrives. Remember a good cover 
shot will be a portrait oriented shot. Submit photos to 
shawanoloonscall@gmail.com. Thank you to the many 
contributors of stories, info and photo’s!

An annual event and always part of Dickey Day, July 21st, we have our 
marathon swim to raise money for the Bancroft Hospital. If you can 
swim from the Walton’s property across the Lake to the slide on the 
opposite shore, join us. It is always fun and done for a good cause.

MARATHON SWIM JULY 21, 2018

mailto:shawanoloonscall@gmail.com
mailto:shawanoloonscall@gmail.com
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Meet Mick "Jagger".  
King of The Big Chill

Jo Matthewman

PETS     LAKEof 
the

Heather Maxwell

Wasn't me...I wasn't in 
the lake...nope not me



�          Nice to Know26 LC

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL

For years we had wanted to grow vegetables at the 
cottage. Any attempt to plant directly into the ground 
had little success, so we decided to try a raised 
garden box.

We were so pleased with the vegetables from the 
first garden box that we added a second and we now 
enjoy a variety of fresh produce from our own garden 
at the cottage!

Encouraged by our success, our good friend and 
neighbour, Joan built two raised garden boxes at her 
cottage as well with equal success.

Our boxes are 4’ x 8’ and about 3 feet high. We plant 
basil with the tomatoes to help keep bugs out and 
marigolds as well.

We place the spinners in the boxes to discourage 
any raids from critters which seems to work.

Our gardens are also organic. We add  only 
mushroom mulch to the soil each season and maybe 
tea grinds and egg shells and such over the summer.

It has truly been a fun project with excellent results!

Raised Vegetable Garden Karen & Tony Tino
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Hurry up summer, I’m ready to fish.

Christine Nash

What? You've never seen 
a Pug ride side-saddle?

Marie O'Neill
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Nic – 
“yep, I 
can do 
the 
baby 
bear”

June Wells

“I love 
Christmas 
at the 
cottage” June Wells

Steve & Sarah Radcliffe
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The dictionary defines a gentleman as 
a chivalrous, courteous, honourable 
man. 
A true gentleman is a man whose 
conduct proceeds from good will; 
whose self-control is equal to all 
emergencies, who does not make the 
poor man conscious of his poverty, the 
obscure man of his obscurity, or any 
man of his inferiority or deformity. 
A gentleman will aways walk or drive a 
lady home, not pack her in a taxi or 
Uber. A gentleman is always good to a 
woman because he has his own dignity 
and is aware of their dignity. 
He is never pushy, manipulative or 
belittling. A polite gentleman stands 
when a woman, or an older person 
enters a room. He always opens the 
door or keeps it open for anyone 
behind him. Being a gentleman 
involves not only manners, but morals 
as well. 
Being a gentleman is not about what 
you do or what you wear, it’s about 
how you behave and who you are. A 
gentleman holds chivalry in high 
regard. He gives up his seat for a lady 
and always puts her comfort for-most. 
Sometimes it seems difficult to be 
gentlemanly these days when fewer 
woman act ladylike. While it is true 
that our modern social media has 
worked against decorum, dignity and 
self-control for both genders, respect 
for the opposite sex is still in style – or 
should be if not. 
	 	 	 	 	 Wally Pitt

The Lost Art of Being a Gentleman
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Steve, Sarah and puppy Bruce

Just another 
Saturday night. Mary Anne Stelling

Sweater Weather

Mary Anne Stelling

Cottage Hangover

Jo-Anne Gendron

If you are out on the lake be sure to boat 
wisely. Remember to wear your life jacket. 
They work - if you wear them!
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The Tino’s

We said...Caitlin 
you will never get 
Zoey on the paddle 
board...lol! Lorie & Greg Walton
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Thanks Byron Southern for this copy of The Nugget

Wow it was cold this winter, even my clothes 
line froze. Now we have April snow with more 
to come. "SPRING IS COMING.” With spring 
comes; spring cleaning, opening the cottage, 

cleaning the outdoor furniture, fluffing the 
bedding and taking stock of the kitchen 
cupboards. But first to start the weekend of 
chores we need to get ready to relax.

Cooking With Sue

Summer Sangria - Dickey Delights II - Joan McLean
1/2 Cup sugar - 1/2 cup orange liqueur - 1/2 Cup brandy - 2 bottles {750} dry white wine

In a large pitcher combine, cover and refrigerate for 1-2 hrs - 750 ml bottle of soda water,  melon 
balls, lemon, lime, orange slices and whole strawberries. 

Add ice cubes just before serving. Serves 12.

Now open the spice cupboards, remove all the spices. Don't remember buying it? Throw it out. BUT 
keep the bottle and wash it out; replace next week with new. Then label and date. Baking soda 
shelf life is 6-12 months. After that it’s NOT good for baking, but great for cleaning  Whatever is left 
in the box, take off the top and put it in your clean fridge to help neutralize odors. Many basic food 
products like cornstarch, baking powder and coconut have a date. Make a list of things you need to 
set up your spring and summer kitchen. Now sit back, enjoy one of your new drinks, watch the sun 
set and know why you are here.
Welcome back and 
Happy Cooking!
Sue Stevens

Please support our advertisers!  
Tell them you saw their ad in the Loon’s Call!

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL

Watermelon Punch - Dickey Lake - anonymous
1 can frozen lemonade - 1 carton watermelon juice - 1 bottle family size watermelon ginger ale - 2 
cups unsweetened pineapple juice - 1 ice cube tray - watermelon chunks, strawberries and orange 

slices. Mix, chill and serve. Serves 10.

Slush - 1978 Warkworth - Marilyn
Par boil, then cool 4 cups water with 1 cup sugar - 1 can frozen unsweetened orange juice - 1 can 
frozen pink lemonade - 2 cups cold strong tea - 1 small jar cherries and juice - 1 26 oz bottle of gin 
or vodka - Freeze. Scoop into tall glass and add equal part 7UP. Serves 12
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Jaxon Is looking 
forward to 
another summer 
of fun, playing 
with his friend 
and neighbour 
Nic

Cheryl & John Iannone 
Diesel diving into the lake

At the fair
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"On my way to a meeting in Bancroft on a 
cold November day, one of the ladies I 
volunteer with was rushing into the meeting, 
apologizing for being a little late as she was 
picking up toys for the Coe Hill Toy Drive. 
"What Toy Drive?" I asked. She informed me 
that there was a Christmas breakfast at the 
Legion in Coe Hill on November 25th, and 
folks were requested to bring new 
unwrapped toys for a toy drive for 
underprivileged children and elderly 
residents in the Coe Hill area. I offered to 
post a notification on the Dickey Lake 
Central Facebook page to let our lake 
residents and cottagers know about it. 

Much to my surprise and pleasure, people 
started responding immediately. There were  
9 people from Dickey Lake at the breakfast 
when we were there, and quite possibly 
more later as the brunch hours were from 
10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Others from the 

Shawano area also contributed many 
beautiful toys, as well as some money. 

The ladies that received the donations were 
completely overcome with emotion at the 
generosity the Shawano area showed to the 
community. One lady hugged me and 
wouldn't let go! In tears, she stated that we 
will make many children, teens and elderly 
people in the area so very happy on 
Christmas Day. The money contributed was 
used in part to provide turkey dinners for 
families that could not otherwise have a nice 
meal for the holidays. 

Thank you so much to all those who 
contributed to this great cause. You made a 
difference in our community, and your 
generosity goes a long way to unite in spirit, 
the residents and cottagers on our lake with 
the residents of Coe Hill, many whom have 
been in the area for several generations.”

Toy Drive	 - Christmas 2017	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Phyllis Tills

PETS     LAKEof 
the

Daisy - 
testing the 
waters Mary Anne Stelling

I can’t do 
this alone!

Mary Anne Stelling

8 week old puppy, Bruce

Steve & Sarah Radcliffe
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So, you arrive at your cottage 
in  spring  to  check  it  out,  or 
just  intend  to  stay  for  a  few 
days.  Only  to  discover 
unwanted  visitors  enjoying 
your special retreat. Not only 
are  the  critters  a  nuisance, 
they  destroy  things,  leave  a 
mess  and  some  may  even 
carry distemper or rabies.
Mice:  These little rodents can 
squeeze through the tiniest of 
cracks or holes to gain access 
to  the  interior  for  your 
building.  Mice  will  feed  on 
any  food  stuffs  and  will  be 
attracted to even tiny crumbs 
missed during close up. They 
also like chewing on electrical 
wires.  They  really  like 
building nests  and living and 
raising their families (up to 40 
babies  a  season)  in  pink 
insulation,  bedding,  towels 
and  clothing.  Note:  Roxul 
insulation is rodent, water and 
fire  resistant.  Mice  and 
squirrels will not eat nor build 
nests in Roxul insulation and 
this insulation will not absorb 
water and does not burn.
The best way to eliminate this 
problem is to search our every 
hole or crack anywhere in the 
walls,  roof  or  flooring.  This 
may take all summer to keep 
searching  for  new  locations. 
Three  methods  that  work  to 
either kill or drive away mice 
are: traps baited with a sticky 

substance  such  as  peanut 
butter  (you  many  need 
multiple  traps),  or  spread 
peppermint  oil  or  tabasco 
sauce in possible entry areas. 
Some have used an electronic 
device  emitting  an  ultrasonic 
sound  to  prevent  entry. 
Humans  cannot  hear  this 
sound,  but  rodents  cannot 
stand it and your pets will not 
like it either.
Racoons: Racoons just “love” 
getting into a cottage or your 
boat  to  live  and  raise  their 
young.  If  this  happens  you 
will have a disgusting mess to 
clean up.
Loud  noise  &  a  very  bright 
light  aimed  at  the  nest  for 
several days will not allow the 
mother  to  rest  and  she  may 
decide  to  leave  with  her 
family.  Rags  soaked  in 
ammonia  is  also  a  deterrent. 
Racoons  will  enter  through 
chimneys,  cracks  in  the 
flooring  and  opening  where 
the siding meets the roof.

It  is  best  to  have  a 
professional  get  rid  of  your 
racoon problem.
Squirrels: Squirrels similar to 
mice when it  comes to  entry 
points,  living  arrangements, 
food and damage. If you bait a 
trap for squirrels, use a trap a 
little larger than a mouse trap 
and nail it  to a board. Sticky 
pads work also but again, nail 
it to an easy to remove board.
Bats:  Bat  houses  around  the 
property are good, but we do 
not  want  bats  in  our  attic  or 
anywhere else in the cottage. 
Bats  living  in  walls,  ceilings 
or  attics  will  deposit  huge 
amounts of waste. If the bats 
have babies you will  need to 
wait until July when it is time 
for the babies to fly away.
Note: All rodents are potential 
disease  carriers.  If  you  are 
dealing with any one of these 
problems on your  own,  wear 
work  gloves  with  no  cuts,  a 
high  quality  ventilated  mask 
and clothing that can be easily 
removed  and  washed 
immediately. 

Source: cottagelife.com

How to Rid Your Seasonal Cottage of Critters
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In Memory

Robert Jarvis

Robert E. Jarvis, Q.C. passed away at the Mackenzie Richmond Hill Hospital on December 14, 2017. He will 
be sadly missed by his three sons, their wives and grandchildren. Cottagers having property on Dickey lake 
several years ago will remember Bob as the owner of what is now known as 324 Jennison Road. Bob was 
predeceased by Joan, his beloved wife of 55 years.

Leif Hertz
 
Leif Hertz a long time lake resident since 1996 on Skene Road passed away at his home on January 23rd 2018 
at the age of 87. Many of us recall him as an avid cross-country skier who was often seen skiing or walking 
their dog, Spot. He will be greatly missed by friends and neighbours on Lost Lake and Dickey 
Lake.Condolences are extended to his wife, Elna and his daughter, Lotte with Henrik of Denmark and his son, 
Tomas with wife Wannie and their sons, Soren and Leif of Kingston.

Ed Novinka

Ed Novinka, Deceased, December 20, 2017. Long time owner and one of the originals on Dickey Lake. A man 
of great ingenuity, built his cottage, except for plumbing and shell, and also his own boat and dock. He moved 
into the cottage in 1974. Ed was Manager of IGA in Havelock, then Madoc, along with son Bob. He was a 
great neighbour and friend, and happiest when working on any project. Leaves his wife, Dorothy, children 
Bob(Nancy), Nancy(Mike) and Kim(Jamie), 7 grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild.  Ed will be sorely 
missed at Dickey Lake.

Artisans of Steenburg  
On Saturday, July 28th, 2018 the third “Artisans of 
Steenburg Artists and Craftsman Exhibition” will be held 
at 944 Steenburg Lake North Road from 11:00 A.M. to 
2:00 P.M.  
The organizers are always looking for more talented 
people to exhibit their work including 
artists, photographers, carvers, bowl 
turners, jewellers, pottery makers, and 
more. They have invited members of the 
SRI community to come and display 
their work or to attend to see interesting 
arts and crafts that members have 
worked so hard on. This is a free event 
for both participants and visitors. 
The event is billed as an Exhibition, 
rather than a craft show, but if visitors 
fall in love with anything the artisans 
have on display, they are free to make a 
private deal with them.  
Exhibitors are asked to pre-register and 
should show up earlier to set up.  It’s a 
rain or shine event because the hosts 

offer the use of their large covered wrap around porch.  
Anyone interested in exhibiting their work should contact 
the organizer of the event, Lynn Rusaw, at (613) 
202-2365 or lynn.rusaw@hotmail.com . 
The exhibition is well attended, and may be an 
opportunity for members of our two communities to 
come together and share what they love most about this 
beautiful part of the world.

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL

mailto:lynn.rusaw@hotmail.com
mailto:lynn.rusaw@hotmail.com
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Hoser Corner 
Hoser - Origin, according to wikipedia: The most popular origin story holds that 
in outdoor ice hockey, before the zamboni, the losing team in a hockey game 
would have to hose down the rink after a game to make the ice smooth again. 
Thus the term "hoser" being synonymous with “loser”. 
Tip of the season - Bass Pro Fishin’ 
by Joe Hoser 
	 “Hey y'all, Joe here, eh! Time for another instalment of hoser 
corner. I was thinking about what type of knowledge to share with my 
friends and I thought about one thing. Fishing!!! But then I quickly 
realized that I don’t really have any! But heck, let’s just wing it like always! I know I have a lot more 
DON’Ts then DOs - here is my fishing DOs and DON’Ts! Based on true Dickey Lake/LOI experiences. 

The ROD: Don’t put your brand new rod across the floor of the 
boat so that your clumsy friend can crack it when jumping out of 
the boat! If you are going to leave your rod in the water all day 
hoping a fish will eventually bite, don’t put more then one out - 
the MNR will come by and give you a ticket! 
The HOOK: My theory; big hook = big fish. Wrong! Big hook 
means big logs! I can’t tell you what to tie on, because I have no 
idea! It seems like nothing works. I started with top water lures 
that look like beer cans. Now I have moved on to more 
sophisticated things like jugs that smell like garlic. But again I 
think it’s all about luck. For me the most important thing is the 
knot. A nice strong one - so that when I hook bottom I can put 
the motor in gear, give it some gas and not lose that nice new 
shiny lure. I use the Rapala knot, just because that is the only 
one I remember. Around and around and around we go… about 8 
times. Then loop through the bottom hole and then back through 
the top hole. Pull tight. 
The BAIT: Maybe my best advice on this one is when you throw 
the minnow bucket in the lake, make sure that the lid is closed! Other then that I use worms most of 
the time - at least I can say I felt a nibble. I feel no matter how many times I hook that poor worm, 
that pesky little guy can unweave my worm, swallow whole and give my line a tug just to let me 
know it is time for desert. I see guys have luck with these massive rubber worms. I have no idea how 
they do it - you might want to ask them. 
The FISH: I get asked this a lot, “what are you fishing for?” I mean 
for real… fish of course! 
The SPOT: I have my “spots”, I’m sure you do too. The ones where I 
just naturally go to. Recently I have been thinking… if I have caught 
a fish here one time and got skunked every other time; is this really 
my spot? Now I just go to a place where the scenery is nice or the 
playlist is sweet. At least I will enjoy the night! Or I go to that one 
place, that one night, where I saw that UFO… maybe I will share in 
another hoser corner! 
The CAST:  There is no finesse. I just muscle it out! The farther I 
throw the longer I have to sip my beer. I am told there is an art to 
this. You can just plop it down a couple feet from you, and wiggle it. 
I don’t have this skill. Maybe one day I will be patient enough to 
figure this out. If you find a lure dangling off your birch tree - that’s 
me. And I wouldn’t mind them back!

Share your hoser experience! Email 
shawanoloonscall@gmail.com

BEST FISHING DAYS 2018
• January 1, 16–31
• February 15 – March 1
• March 17–31
• April 15–29
• May 15–29
• June 13–28
• July 12–27
• August 11–26
• September 9–24
• October 8–24
• November 7–23
• December 7–22

source almanac.com
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Portage trail off LOI to Freen Lake

Lost cabin is along the bush trails around LOI

Dickey Creek off of LOI

Here are some wonderful paintings of scenes 
around Lake of Island, by Rita Cimprich.

Loon Rescue - Loons are not terrestrial, 
they cannot "stand up and walk" on land, 
their feet are positioned back too far and 
they cannot gain the necessary lift on land 
for flight - they are designed to work only 
in water. If you see a loon on land, it is 
likely in trouble, carefully pick it up (cover 
with a towel, they are not an overly 
aggressive bird) and take it to a large body 
of water and put them in the water. 
Obviously, if you think it is possibly sick, 
injured on a paved surface, or if you are 
unsure, get it to or call a licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator, or MNR, asap. 
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A PART OF OUR HISTORY - Store & Marina for Shawano Opened May, 1979 
A letter from Sue & Bob Downey dated April 2, 1979 

We would like to say ”Hello” and introduce ourselves. We are Sue and Bob Downey and our sons 
Howard and Shawn, ages ten and seven respectively. 

In a few short weeks we will be opening a general store and marina facility here at Dickey Lake. We 
are located at the old Shawano real estate office and landing. 

Come May 19th we will open the door to our new store where we will carry as complete a line of 
grocery and household items as the space will allow, including fresh bread and dairy products as 
well as some frozen meats.At the same time our new 3000 square foot repair shop and showroom 
will be completed. Here we will be equipped to make all types of marine and other repairs. As well 
we will have a small but reasonably complete stock of small (up to 50 hp) Mercury outboard motors 
and Peterborough and Springbok boats up to 16 feet. Of course the complete Mercury line and all 
53 Peterborough, Springbok and Princecraft boats will be available. 

If the spring weather permits, gasoline will also be available when we open, but if not it will be only 
a week or two later. We will keep you posted.You may have noticed that out new building has 
blocked access to the launch ramp which you may have used in the past. Fear not, launching 
facilities will be available as soon as the ice and snow let us get to work. 

It is our hope that we will be able to serve you in many ways over the summer and through the 
winter to make your vacation time more enjoyable and less complicated. 

If we can help you in any way, please feel free to call us any time, our number is 613 474 XXXX. 

Won’t you drop in and see us on Victoria Day weekend? We will be looking for you.

Have a juicer 
you don’t use, 

but are 
looking for a 

blender? 

Never use 
that bread box 
that is taking 
up space on 

your counter?   

Have some, Give some, Need some, Take some
Dickey Day Community Re – Use Event!

July 21, 2018 – Launch Road 
11am – 2ish

Box or bin up your gently used items, reusable household items and bring them to Dickey Day for free 
exchange.  If you have items that are too large to bring, just print a picture of the item & provide your 

name & number so whoever may want it can come and pick it up.    

*Item contributors are responsible for picking up any remaining items which are left over at the end of 
Dickey Day* Some ideas include:  Sporting goods (golf clubs, workout equip), clothes, furniture, household 
items, small appliances, books, Toys/Games (not broken), Bicycles, power or gardening tools, doors, 
windows, jewelry, wall hangings. Tables will be provided
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The Loon’s Call is always 
looking for your support, 
feedback and input. We always 
welcome stories and photos to 
publish in our semi-annual 
issues. Capture the moment 
and send it to us! If you want to 
see something in these pages - 
let us know! You can support 
The Loon’s Call in many ways - 
tell our advertisers that you 
saw them in The Loon’s Call - 
renew your annual membership 
- suggest advertising in The 
Loon’s Call.  

Contact emails: 
shawanoloonscall@gmail.com, 
sri.loonscall.advertising@gmail

.com

mailto:sri.loonscall.advertising@gmail.com
mailto:sri.loonscall.advertising@gmail.com
mailto:sri.loonscall.advertising@gmail.com
mailto:sri.loonscall.advertising@gmail.com
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SHAWANO Information for Cottagers, Renters & You

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL

Welcome to SHAWANO (Dickey Lake, Lake of Islands, Lost 
Lake, Perch Lake).  We hope you will enjoy the lakes as 
much as we do.  Listed below is some important 
information and reminders to ensure a safe and friendly 
stay. 
GARBAGE AND RECYCLING DAY Mondays, including 
long holiday weekends.  Garbage and Recycling are 
collected early in the morning.  Your garbage must be in a 
bag and tagged.  Tags are available for sale from Gord and 
Marilyn Hoard – 2377 Ridge Road – 613-337-5379.  
Alternatively you could contact Marmora and Lake for 
more options. Put all garbage in animal proof containers – 
not on the road – accessible garbage brings unwanted 
animals – raccoons, bears etc. into our area. 
Special collection: June 2 & Sept. 29 
NOISE Please be considerate of your neighbours.  Keep 
noise levels of music and parties low – especially at night 
after 10:00 pm.  Remember sound is carried much further 
over water and especially in the evenings. 
FIRES & FIRE BAN Excerpts from By-law 2011-36. 
Burning of garbage is not permitted at any time.  During 
the period between March 31 and September 30, no fire 
for the burning of grass, wood or other combustible 
material shall be permitted between the hours of 7:00 am 
and 7:00 pm unless such fire is used exclusively for 
cooking or warmth, or, 1. unless such fire is confined 
within a metal container and is covered by metal mesh or 
screening to prevent the escape of coals, ash and cinders 
and is subject to the same hours of burning as stated 
above and permitted in all areas except the former 
Villages of Marmora and Deloro. 2. Fires used exclusively 
for cooking or warmth may be permitted in all areas under 
the following conditions: A) Fire must be contained within 
an approved outdoor fireplace or contained enclosure no 
larger than 1 meter in diameter; B) Fire must be a 
minimum of 3 meters from any combustible objects and 
surfaces to prevent ignition from radiant heat; C) Burning 
may consist of untreated wood products only and limited 
to an amount to ensure flames are confined within the 
unit; D) Fire must be supervised by a responsible person 
at all times; E) Fire protection devices such as fire 
extinguishers, pails of water, garden hoses, etc. must be 
present; F) No burning during periods of high winds; G) 
Fire exclusively for cooking or warmth will only be 
permitted between 7 am and 11 pm Sunday to Thursday 
and 7 am to 1 am Friday and Saturday; H) Approval for 
“open air burning” must be obtained from the Fire Chief.  
Application must show the type of outdoor fireplace or 
container area and location. A valid permit from the 
Municipality must be registered from the person 
responsible for burning; the fire must be attended at all 
times by one or more persons 19 years of age and older. 
Please exercise care and caution.  It only takes seconds for 
a spark to ignite dry leaves, tree roots, etc.  Our area is a 
difficult area for the volunteer fire department to service.  
Please have a hose, buckets, shovel and rake close by to 
carefully put out your fire. Remember if you cause a fire 
the cottage/home owner will be charged $300 per hour for 
each fire apparatus and $15 per hour for each firefighter 

that attends the fire.  You will also be charged the costs 
associated if the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has 
to be called in to help, as well as for any damages incurred. 
If a fire ban is in effect, no burning is permitted Fire 
ban sign is on Dickey Lake Road. 
BURNING There is no burning of leaves at any time.  
Burning of garbage, plastics, etc is not permitted at any 
time . 
DOGS the municipality of Marmora and Lake bylaws state 
no person shall allow their dog to run at large.  This means 
in a place other than the owner’s property.  All dogs must 
be on a leash when off their owner’s property.  Constantly 
barking dogs are an annoyance to people trying to enjoy a 
peaceful time at the lake.  
LAKE BATHING Do not use the lake for bathing, 
shampooing or as a washroom.  It is environmentally 
unfriendly – even when using biodegradable soap or 
shampoo.  
SKINNY DIPPING Well… use your own judgement. 
BOATING Keep a safe distance from shore to avoid 
underwater rocks and to reduce shoreline erosion.  The 
speed limit is 10 km/h within 30 meters of shore.  Keep 
speeds reasonable and avoid large wakes by not allowing 
your boat to plow.  When you launch your boat make sure 
to wash it down thoroughly with bleach to prevent the 
introduction of zebra mussels into our lakes.  
GAS & OIL SPILLS Avoid gas and oil spills into the lake by 
being very careful when filling up – any and all spills are 
harmful. 
LIFE JACKETS If you are out on the lake remember to 
wear your life jackets! They work  if you wear them! 
ATV & DIRT BIKES may be used on roads.  The speed 
limit is 30 km/hr.  Drivers must wear a helmet and be 
licensed. 
EMPTY WINE & BEER BOTTLES Please return all your 
empties for a refund. Drop Off Locations; Trudy’s (Hwy. 
62) and Elm Street Supplies (Behind the Food Mart in Coe 
Hill. Open Tues. - Sat., 11am - 4pm with after-hours drop 
off bin). It costs the municipality if you put them in your 
recycling. 
BELL TELEPHONE If you don't use your place for a long 
period, you can suspend your Bell phone service. There is 
a one-time fee of $50. If you do take advantage of this 
remember your phone doesn't work at all. NO 911. 
FISHING Ontario Family Fishing Week is June 30 - July 8. 
We are located in zone 18. Perch is open all year long. 
(Perch limit: sport - 50, conservation - 25) Bass is open 
June 16 - December 15 (Bass limit: sport - 6, conservation 
- 2). Lake Trout is open May 26 - September 8. (Lake 
Trout limit: sport - 2, conservation - 1) Buy your 
conservation or sport fishing licence. For more info go to 
www.ontario.ca/fishing. 
FACEBOOK Please join the Dickey Lake Central Facebook 
group! Add pictures…comments…find info! 
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PETS     LAKEof 
the

Nic – “I’m 
ready, let’s 
go play in 
the snow”

June Wells

Nic – “Do 
you like 
the 
colour?”June Wells

It’s a dog’s life

Mary Anne Stelling
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BAG TAGs 
Purchased @ 

Marmora Municipal Office, 12 Bursthall St 
Marmora Library, 37 Forsyth St 

Dickey Lake @ 
Gord & Marilyn Hoard, 2377 The Ridge Rd 

$2.00 

Advertiser Directory
All Occasion Event Rentals 
Anstruther Lake Marina 
Bear Ridge Campground & Cottages 
Bob Hancock - Real estate 
Bonnie McLean-Dyas - Real estate 
Building Official 
Card's Building Centre (Rona) 
Cosby's Small Engine 
Dan Bird Construction 
Dwayne Nicholson 
Emma Kearns / Ray Krupa - Real estate 
Freymond Lumber 
Furnace Doctor 
Gordon Hoard 
Grant Contracting 
Healthy Habits 
Hidden Potential 
Hideaway 
Jim Knight - Real estate 
Kevin Mace 
Marilyn's Tops & Covers 
Mike Stevens - Councillor 
Mystery Market 
Old Hastings Gallery 
Old Ormsby Schoolhouse Tea Room 
Ontario Tree Care 
Red Eagle Campground 
Rita's Retreat Cottage Gallery 
Ron Dennis Carpentry & Renovations 
Ron Earle Excavating - Lawn Supply Ctr 
Shirley Nicholson 
SKS Plumbing 
Tall Pines Carpentry 
The Barn Chefs 
The Water Store Midland 
Tinhouse Woodworking 
Tripp Excavating 
Village Playhouse 
Wilson TimBR Mart

(613) 332-8014 
(705) 656-4783 
(613) 337-5533 
(705) 292-9551 
(613) 318-9729 

(613) 472-2629 x 2225 
(613) 332-3320 
(613) 337-5269 
(613) 337-9675 
(613) 474-1122 
(613) 332-8801 
(613) 332-3020 
(613) 202-0266 
(613) 337-5379 
(905) 432-4870 

see website 
(705) 933-8904 
(613) 337-8662 

1(888) 474-0759 
(613) 337-5042 
(613) 337-5379 
(613) 472-2629 
(519) 722-6284 
(613) 337-5050 
(613) 337-5067 
(613) 334-0718 
(613) 337-5587 
(613) 474-0425 
(613) 474-0035 
(613) 337-5184 
(613) 474-5473 
(613) 334-5794 
(613) 332-9410 
(613) 337-9299 
(705) 527-5900 
(613) 334-9466 
(613) 474-2237 
(613) 332-8014 
(613) 332-3424

Spring 2018 LOON’S CALL
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Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated Membership 

Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated (SRI) works hard to provide support and 
sanctioned activities for all home and cottage owners on Dickey Lake, Perch 
Lake, Lost Lake, Lake of Islands and the surrounding Shawano area.   

Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated needs the support of EVERY property.  
Purchase your membership today for $40.00. 

Annual membership fee:     $40.00 
Voluntary Financial Assistance to SRI   _______ 
Total         _______ 

Make Cheques payable to Shawano Ratepayers Inc. 
Deposit in the SRI locked mailbox 
beside the SRI Signboard at the 
main entrance to Dickey Lake 

**Did you know you can pay online via our website?  No more forms - Go to 
www.shawano.ca** 

PLEASE CUT THIS FORM OUT AND FILL OUT ME
MB

ER
SH

IP
 FO

RM

LOON’S CALLSpring 2018 LOON’S CALL

Your Membership Dues are important to SRI 
Shawano Ratepayers Inc. (SRI) works hard to provide sanctioned activities for all home and cottage owners on 
Dickey Lake, Lost Lake, Perch Lake, Lake of Islands and the immediate surrounding “Shawano” area. Some of 
the services provided by Shawano Ratepayers Inc. include: 

Insurance coverage for all sanctioned events 
Dickey Day Golf Tournament Sailing Regatta  5K Fun Run  

Liaison with Marmora and Lake Township Council  Liaison with County and Provincial officials 
Liaison with the Federation of Ontario Cottagers Association Environmental Protection Issues 

Lake water quality testing Providing and maintaining the SRI information signboard 
Lobby for lakefront tax reform Internet site The Loon’s Call newsletter 

Welcome package for new owners Developing a historical record for “Shawano” 
Other issues investigated and acted upon as required. 

By becoming a member of the Shawano Ratepayers Inc., not only do you become a member of a friendly 
and supportive community, but you also help make possible events as listed. Shawano Ratepayers Inc. 
also helps support land owners in the Shawano area against escalating taxes, environmental issues, 
liaison with all levels of government members and departments, as well as taking on other important 
issues, such as the Limerick Mine Proposal. It is vitally important that every landowner in Shawano join 
the Association. 

Owner Membership: $ 40.00. Associate Membership: $ 20.00. Make cheques payable to “Shawano Ratepayers 
Inc”. You can slip it through the letter slot in the black SRI mailbox.
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Shawano Ratepayers Incorporated Membership 

Name_______________________________  Home/Cell   (_____) _______-_________ 

Cottage Address_________________________________________________________ 

911 number and road name________________________________________________ 

Cottage Telephone (______) _______-___________ 

Home Address:__________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Number and Street       City and Postal Code 

EMAIL___________________________________ 

Add me to the email distribution list   Yes__  No__ 
How would you like to receive the Loons Call? 
Email only ____  Deliver to cottage____  
Please note – your email address is kept confidential and used only to provide Shawano 
information to you and will not be given out for any other purpose. 

**Did you know you can pay online via our website?  No more forms - Go to 
www.shawano.ca** 

PLEASE CUT THIS FORM OUT AND FILL OUTME
MB

ER
SH

IP
 FO

RM
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TRIVIA ANSWERS 
  
1.Along the main entrance to Shawano on 
Dickey Lake Road and the second one is at the 
entrance to Shawano Trail at Old Hastings Road
2. (a) The cottage at 3 Skene Road (b) Sue & 
Bob Downey (c) Spring of 1979
3. A sicci disc measures the clarity of lake water 
& has been used on Dickey Lake & Lake of 
Islands for many years as part of the SRI Lake 
Stewardship program.
4. 2001  
5. The Algonquin people lived in this area for 
about 8 000 years before the first Europeans 
arrived.
6. In the 1850's
7. The Central Ontario Railway. The rail bed still 
remains from Trenton to Lake Saint Peter & a 
spur line into Coe Hill.
8. Jelly's Rapids, named for an early settler.
9. $20.00 but reduced to $15.00 in 1979.

10. Clarke Rollins
11. All land severance on Dickey Lake.
12. For a fee at the Dickey Lake Marina (3 
Launch Road).
13. 164 existing lots plus 22 additional.
14. 33 existing plus 4 additional.
15. The Municipality of Marmora & Lake.
16.The Hooper property (Phase 2, Lot 86)
17. At the intersection of what is now called 
Skene & Jennison roads.
18. Victoria Day weekend to Thanksgiving 
weekend.
19. Near the Fitzgibbon property on Bass Lake 
(now Steenburg Lake) & north of Highway 620 
along Highway 62. 
20. 2016
21. boat from the Marina and later from the 
Thompson farm until Shawano Trail was 
constructed.
22. During 1979 & 1980.
23. Derek Gardner



Bye Bye Winter!
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Michael Gertler

Michael Gertler

The Shelties ask 
“Where’s the 
Fox?”; The Fox 
says “Only us Dogs 
are here!”

Dan Gordan

Andrea Nichols

Andrea Nichols

Rob Sztuka

Cheryl & John Iannone Rob Sztuka



LC        

Lake of 
Islands

Happy Summer 2018!


